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'ORIGINAL FORCE IS DEAD'

Rahul Gandhi Launches Scathing Attack On RSS,
Callslt'Instrument Of Large Capital'

New Delhi: CongressMP
and Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday
launched a sharp attack on
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), aleging that
the organisation had been
“captured” by large capital
and had moved away from
its original socia base of
small Indian businesses.

Speaking at  the
Rachnatmak Congress Na-
tional Convention, Gandhi
said people should not be
afraid of expressing their
views and urged Congress
workersand citizensto con-
front what he described asa
“cowardly force’.

“A lot of peoplein India
have been behaving like
cowards,” Gandhi said,
questioning why people
should be afraid while con-
fronting what he called a
group of “jokers” and
“clowns’ who, according to
him, had little understanding
of India's philosophy and
history.

Gandhi said India could
only be understood by en-
gaging with its present-day
expression. He added that
the Congress would defend
theRSS sright to expressit-
sdf if there was ever an at-

tempt to eliminate the
organisation’s expression
from the country. “The day
thereisacdl todiminatethe
RSS's expression from the
country, | will defend them,
because they too have the
right to express them-
selves,” Gandhi said, stress-
ing that everyone should
have the freedom to speak
openly without fear. Gandhi
alleged that the RSS had
undergone a fundamental
transformation, claiming that
itsorigina social base com-
prised small businessmen

such as goldsmiths, jewel-
lers, blacksmiths and shop-
keepers.
“TheRSSasorigind force
isdead. Now, RSSisanin-
strument of largecapita,” he
said, alleging that the
organisation had been
“utilised” and“ captured” by
large capital. Gandhi linked
this transformation to eco-
nomic and political develop-
ments, alleging that
demonetisation and the
implementation of the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) had
adversdly affected thesmdl-

businesscommunity that he
associated with the RSS's
origind base. Heclaimed that
former BJP leader Pramod
Mahajan initiated the pro-
cessof bringing grester capi-
tal influence into the RSS,
while Prime Minister
Narendra Modi completed
what he described asthe“fi-
nal corporatization” of the
organisation. Gandhi fur-
ther alleged that the RSS
had become an “instru-
ment” serving industrialist
Gautam Adani, drawing a
parallel with his repeated
criticism of the Modi
government’salleged prox-
imity to the Adani Group.
The Congress leader also
spoke about what he de-
scribed as the pressure
faced by sections of the
media and public institu-
tions. Gandhi claimed that
many journalists privately
disagreed with the prevail -
ing political environment
but felt compelled to con-
tinue working due to pro-
fessional and family re-
sponsibilities. He said
such concernswere under-
standable but argued that
citizens also had arespon-
sibility towards what he
called the* National Spirit”.

Jairam Ramesh Lists 5 Opposition Wins,

New Delhi: Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh on
Thursday highlighted what
he described as five major
achievements of the Oppo-
sition during the ongoing
Parliament session, claiming
that several key govern-
ment initiativeswere either
not introduced or were
postponed. Ramesh said the
proposed One Nation, One
Election legislation did not
come up during the session.
Heaso said the VBSA and
Automatic Delegation mea-
sures were postponed,
whilethe Foreign Contribu-
tion (Regulation) Act
(FCRA) Bill wasreferred to
aJoint Parliamentary Com-
mittee (JPC). Rameshiden-
tified what hecalled a“fifth
achievement” asthe ruling
party’s failure to secure a
two-thirds majority in Par-
liament.

He alleged that the BJP
had attempted to
strengthen its numbers by
breaking opposition par-
ties, referring to develop-
ments involving the
Trinamool Congress(TMC)
and Shiv Sena, among oth-
ers. “They are so eager for
atwo-thirdsmajority. They
broke the parties. They
broke TMC. They broke
Shiv Sena,” Ramesh said.
The Congress leader also

referred to speculation and
mediareports about therul -
ing alliance potentially
reaching various numerical
thresholds in Parliament,
including 240, 250, 260, 300,
356 and even 360 seats.
Ramesh claimed that the

>

current numbers show the
BJP does not have the two-
thirds majority required to
push through certain consti-
tutional changes. “Now you
havecometo know that there
isnotwo-thirdsmgjority. Itis
adefectivemgority. Itisnota

Says BJP FaHed%/B Majority

majority. And they will never
getit. Nometter how hardthey
try,” he said. Ramesh con-
cluded by saying thet, in his
view, the five developments
represented significant
achievements for the Oppo-
sition during the session.

Bar Council's Big Sep On Students Opposing
Chief Justice, Then A Withdrawal

New Delhi: The Bar
Council of Indiatoday took
back its order which barred
students belonging to the
2026 batch of Hyderabad
law college NALSAR from
enrolling as advocates.
Earlier today, the BCI di-
rected every State Bar
Council not to enrol any
student graduating from

Hyderabad's NALSAR
University of Law in 2026
asan advocate until further
orders after students of the
institution  protested
against an invitation to
Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant to attend the
university's convocation.
"After detailed deliberation,
the @barcouncilindia has

modified its earlier direc-
tions concerning
@NALSAR_Official. All
2026 passed-out students
of NALSAR will now be
entitled to seek enrolment
with the State Bar Council
of their choice. Thefactual
inquiry will continue, and
further action will follow
on the basis of the report.

Politics of NTR’s Era Should
Return: Ayyanna Patrudu

From Our Saff Reporter

Guntur District, August
13: AndhraPradesh Legis-
lative Assembly Speaker
Chintakayala Ayyanna
Patrudu expressed his de-
sire for the kind of politics
seen during the tenure of
late former Chief Minister
N.T. RamaRaotoreturn. He
advised those aspiring to
enter politics to learn from
senior leader Kanna
Lakshminarayana. Speak-
ing to the mediain Guntur
district on Thursday,
Ayyanna Patrudu said that
nowadays people often do
not vote for the same can-
didate a second time after

voting for them once. He
noted that Kanna
L akshminarayana had won
electionssix timesby earn-
ing the trust and affection
of the people. Ayyanna
said people and political
leaders were different in
the past compared to to-
day. He praised Kannafor

his discipline, personally
greeting people who met
him and helping them
whenever their work could
be done. He said Kanna
had worked by understand-
ing people's needs and ad-
dressing their concerns.

Ayyanna Patrudu said
Andhra Pradesh would
progress if others also
worked in the same manner
asKanna. Heremarked that
palitics has now become a
business. Hewished Kanna
L akshminarayana good
health and expressed hope
that he would continue
serving the peoplefor many
moreyears.

Ram Mohan Naidu Leads Tiranga Rally

New Delhi: TheMinistry
of Civil Aviation organised
a Tiranga Rally today as
part of the Independence
Day celebrations under the
Har Ghar TirangaCampaign
2026. Union Minister of
Civil Aviation, Shri
Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu, flagged off therally
in the presence of Minister
of State for Civil Aviation,
Shri Murlidhar Mohol; Sec-
retary, Ministry of Civil
Aviation, Shri Samir Kumar
Sinhaand officersand staff
of the Ministry. The cel-
ebrations commenced with
the inauguration of a Digi-
tal Video Wall by Shri
Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu and Shri Murlidhar
Mohoal, followed by theren-
dition of “Vande Mataram”
by the dignitaries and par-
ticipants.

The Tiranga Rally was
thereafter flagged off by
Union Minister of Civil
Aviation Shri Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu. Officers
and staff of theMinistry, its
Attached and Subordinate
Offices, Public Sector Un-
dertakings and Autono-
mous Bodiesjoined the pro-

cession, carrying the Na-
tional Flag.The rally pro-
ceeded from Udaan Bhawan
to Aviation Park at Rajiv
Gandhi Bhawan, with Shri

Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu, Shri Murlidhar
Mohol and Shri Samir
Kumar Sinha leading the
participating contingent.
The rally witnessed en-
thusiastic participation
from officersand staff, who
joined the celebrations
with the Tricolour, reflect-
ing the spirit of unity and
national pride associated
with the Independence
Day celebrations.

The rally culminated at
Aviation Park with the ren-
dition of the National An-

them, marking the conclu-
sion of theprogramme. The
Tiranga Rally was
organised aspart of the Har
Ghar Tiranga Campaign
2026, which encouragesciti-
zens to celebrate Indepen-
dence Day by proudly dis-
playing and engaging with
the National Flag, reinforc-
ing the values of national
unity and pride. The event
wasal so attended by Chair-
man, AAI Shri VipinKumar;
DG DGCA shri Vir Vikram
Yadav; DG AAIB ShriGV
G Yugandhar; DG, BCAS
Shri Rajesh Nirwan and
Chairperson, AERA Shri S
K G Rahate, along with
other senior officials of the
Ministry of Civil Aviation.

Despite YSRCP Provocation, Farmers
pported Amaravati: Mlnlster Narayana

From OurStaf Reporter

Amaravati, August 13:
Minister Narayana said
Andhra Pradesh had be-
come astate without a.capi-
tal and that Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu envi-
sioned building an eco-
nomic capital for the state.
On  Thursday, CM
Chandrababu inaugurated
the second phase of the
Seed Access Road and the
Steel Bridge over the
Buckingham Canal.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the minister said
Hyderabad generated ama-
jor share of Telangana's
revenue. Similarly,
Maharashtra, Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu benefited
economically through
Mumbai, Bengaluru and

Chennai respectively. He
said the Singapore Govern-
ment had provided the mas-
ter plan for Amaravati free
of cost. He added that
Norman Foster’s London-
based firm had been con-
sulted for the construction
of iconic buildings.
Building Amaravati on
the banks of the Krishna
River would ensure bal-
anced development for all
districts, he said. Narayana
said Amaravati was cen-
trally located between
Srikakulam and Anantapur
and had both rail and road
connectivity. He recalled
that theland pooling notifi-
cation was issued in Janu-
ary 2015 and that farmers
contributed 34,000 acres
within just 58 days, without

asinglelitigation case.
Hesaid it took three-and-
a-half yearsto begin works
inAmaravati, invitetenders
and undertake other activi-
ties. During the remaining
one-and-a-half years, the
government spent
Rs.10,000 crore on
Amaravati, he said. Mean-
while, the Y SRCP cameto
power and played what he
described as a “three-capi-
tals game,” bringing
Amaravati’s construction to
a halt. The party allegedly
left construction companies
contracts unresolved. After
the coalition government
returned to power, the con-
tracts had to be technically
closed with the companies
and fresh tenders invited,
he said. Narayana said the

quality of previously com-
pleted works was tested by
1T Chennai and IIT
Hyderabad before con-
struction was resumed. He
said the Seed Access Road
had been planned with un-
derground infrastructure
for electricity, gas, tele-
phone and water services.

Healleged that the Y SRCP
had attempted to provoke
farmersagainst Amaravati,
but farmers nevertheless
supported its construction.
Narayana thanked Chief
Minister Chandrababu for
giving him the opportunity
to participate in the devel-
opment of Amaravati.

Merit, Transparency and Justice Are the Benchmarks
In Recruitment: Dola Veeranjaneya Swamy

From Our Saff Reporter

Amaravati, August 13:
Andhra Pradesh Minister
Dola Bala Veeranjaneya
Swamy said the coalition
government had transpar-
ently filled morethan 16,000
DSC posts in the state.
Speaking to the media on
Thursday, he said the
Chandrababu governm
ent’s principle was to en-
sure that no meritorious
candidate was denied jus-
tice. Hesaid thelarge-scale
recruitment was part of the
government’s promise to
provide 20 lakh jobs. The
minister said the govern-
ment had legally overcome
hundreds of cases filed
against the DSC recruitment
and moved the selection
processforward. Healleged
that the opposition was un-
necessarily creating contro-
versy to obstruct the re-
cruitment process. Regard-
ing the previous
government’s handling of

the APPSC Group-1 exami-
nation, the minister said the
SIT report had raised seri-
ous questions. He ques-
tioned the allegations that
answer scripts were evalu-
ated by ineligible persons.
He also asked why the
evaluation was conducted
at a private resort, how it
was carried out without
CCTV camerasand official
supervision, and how an-
swer scripts that were sup-
posed to remain under
APPSC custody reached a
private location.

He further sought an ex-

planation regarding alega-
tions that evaluation was
conducted through per-
sonal Gmail accounts and
Google Drive. He de-
manded answers regarding
the qualifications of the
evaluation panel. The min-
ister said the completefacts
behind the discrepanciesin
marksidentified by the SIT
should be brought to light.
He questioned what the fo-
rensic report had revealed
about correctionsin OMR
sheets and the use of whit-
ener. He called for an in-
vestigation into correc-
tionswith mismatched sig-
natures and the use of dif-
ferent inks. Questioning
why different inks were
used on the same answer
sheet, he sought to know
who was responsible. He
said strict action should be
taken against those re-
sponsible if irregularities
were found in the recruit-
ment process.

DevoteesAlert: New Security
Rules at Indrakeeladrl

From Our Saff Reporter

Vijayawada, August 13: Templeauthoritieshaveintro-
duced new security regulations for devotees visiting the
Kanaka Durga Temple on Indrakeeladri. A complete ban
on mobile phones has been imposed inside the temple
premises. A new security gate has been installed at the
scanning point, and strict checks will be conducted to
ensure that mobile phones are not taken inside after scan-
ning. Under the new rules, devotees must deposit their
mobile phones before entering the queue lines. Special
deposit counters have been set up for this purpose. Temple
EO SheenaNaik hasdirected officialsto further strengthen
security checks. Temple authorities said robust security
arrangements would be provided with the help of Home
Guards and Agile Security personnel. Changes have also
been made to the darshan queues to manage crowds. Of -
ficials said the counters for issuing darshan tickets have
been relocated, while the counters distributing free Laddu
Prasadam have also been shifted.
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EDITORIAL

Tribunal reforms
are welcome

Tribunals have a unique advantage in the judicial sys-
tem. In resolving disputes related to financial systems,
the judgments given by the Tribunal are subject tojudicial
review by the High Courts. However, these judgments
areunableto fully addressasignificant institutional flaw.
No Tribunal has resolved a single case without a judge
hearingit. In thiscontext, theintroduction of the Tribunal
Reforms Bill 2026 in Parliament can be said to be awel-
come effort. This bill seems to have attempted to bring
moreindependence, professionalism and transparency to
thetribunal system, which has been repeatedly subjected
to legal challenges and interference by the courts. Previ-
ousgovernments havefaced difficultiesin creating asys-
tem that is consistent with the standards set by the Su-
preme Court in the appointment of tribunals. In particu-
lar, the Supreme Court has repeatedly made it clear that
tribunalsexercising powers previoudy enjoyed by the High
Courts should also have the same independence as the
High Courts. The current bill seemsto have learned les-
sons from these experiences.

Aboveal, thebill proposesthe establishment of aNa-
tional Tribunal Commission. Thejudiciary hasbeen given
priority in this. It is proposed to reduce the role of the
administration and ministriesin appointments and to set
up a permanent system for the selection of members.
This commission will be chaired by a retired Supreme
Court judge or the Chief Justice of aHigh Court. In addi-
tion, there will betwo retired High Court judges and two
technical members. That is, out of the total five mem-
bers, three will have alegal background, giving thejudi-
ciary a 3:2 advantage. Similarly, the search-cum-selec-
tion committees will also be chaired by a person with a
legal background. The chairman will also have acasting
vote in case of equality of votes. Another important and
appropriate provision isthat the government will recom-
mend only one candidate for each vacant post, instead of
giving panels with multiple names for selection. If the
government continuesto choose one of the government's
nominees even if the committee, dominated by the judi-
ciary, shortlists several candidates, the very ideaof ??en-
suring independence of appointments will be defeated.
By recommending only one name, thefinal decision-mak-
ing power will rest with the selection committee. Thebill
also proposesafive-year term for chairpersonsand mem-
bers. However, the age limit has been fixed at 70 years
for the chairperson and 67 years for members. The mini-
mum age limit of 50 years, which was struck down by
the Supreme Court earlier, has not been brought back.
Another important aspect isthe attempt to institutionally
distance the tribunals from the administrative ministries
that often hear cases before them. It is proposed that the
Commission assess the needs of funds, staff and infra-
structure. Thefundswill be provided by the Government.
The Bill also seeksto remove the disciplinary oversight
of the members of the Tribunal to a greater extent from
direct executive control and bring it into amoreindepen-
dent system. Perhaps the most important reformisin the
system under which the Commission operates. So far,
the Tribunal’s appointments have been made on a case-
by-casebasis, often with sporadic searches, uneven evalu-
ation of candidates and over-reliance on their reputation.
Now, the Bill proposesto establish a permanent appoint-
ment system. That is, it will carry out the responsibilities
of pre-identifying vacancies, advertising posts, examin-
ing applications, checking qualifications, etc. Itisalso pro-
posed to excludetherelevant administrative ministry from
these processes. The selected experts will examine the
candidates' judgments, orders and cases they have re-
solved based on pre-determined criteria. At the sametime,
their honesty and integrity will be scrutinized separately.
Thiswill enablethe committee to examine acomprehen-
sivereport on the candidate, without relying solely onin-
terviews, persona contactsor informal information. This
principleiscorrect. Talent should not bejust claimed but
proven. If the candidates qualifications, evaluation crite-
ria, and priority selection criteriafor each aspect are de-
termined in advance, the selection process will be more
stable. Moreover, therewill be an auditable record of the
evidence for each decision. However, it will be prema
ture to reach a final decision until this system isimple-
mented. Thisbill was passed in the L ok SabhaonAugust
10 and in the Rajya Sabha on August 11 without any dis-
cussion. Overall, it isgratifying to propose this bill with
reforms in the areas of tribunal appointments, manage-
ment, independence, and judicia accountability.

Hong Kong: Spaceisacriti-
cal domain for Chinasmilitary
war machine, the People'sLib-
eration Army (PLA). Indeed,
China is Asia's undisputed
space champion, and it is in-
creasingly alarming the USA
with its rapidly expanding ca-
pabilities. Indeed, the USintel-
ligence community's Annual
Threat Assessment issued a
few months ago specifically
stated: "China has eclipsed
Russiaasthe key US competi-
tor in space. Beijing'srapid de-
ployment of space capabilities
positionsit to use space to ad-
vance its foreign policy goals,
challengeUSmiilitary and tech-
nological superiority in space,
and project power on a global
scale." That statement illus-
trates just how far China has
come. Its space capabilities
now surpass those of Russia,
thefirst country intheworld to
launchasatdlite. In2025, China
conducted 92 orbital liftoffs,
remembering that China's
whole space program - whether
labeled civilian or military - is
handled by the PLA. Thiscom-
parestothe USA, which clearly
separates civilian and military
space efforts through NASA
and the Pentagon respectively.
Under paranoid levels of se-
crecy, Chinese satellite activi-
tiesarefar more expansivethan
those of theUSA. Nor isBeijing
merely seeking parity with
American space capabilities,
for it wants dominance in this
space race. In fact, the PLA
possesses six China-based
spaceportsthat can launchinto
orbit new-generation heavy-lift
rockets bearing entire satellite
constellations. Chinawill also
attempt to perform a manned
Moon landing by 2030.

Chinese official documents
have referred to space as the
"commanding heights" hous-
ing "indispensable strategic
supports for  winning
informationized wars". They

also describe space as a " criti-
cal domainininternationa stra-
tegic competition". The PLA's
important 2020 document Sci-
ence of Military Strategy ar-
gued, "Inthe context of the new
military revolution, space has
aready become anew domain
of military conflict, not only
changing thetraditional form of
warfare of mankind, but also
expanding the struggle for na-
tional strategic interests.” This
istrue, for the USA'saforemen-
tioned Annual Threat Assess-
ment warned: "Disruptive at-
tacks against space services
have become more common
and probably will benormalized
during crises or periods of
strained relations between na-
tions. Adversaries are using
jammers against US satellites,
and the risks stemming from
cyberattacks against satellite
communications (SATCOM)
arealso growing asglobal reli-
ance on digital systems ex-
pands the number of exploit-
able cyber vulnerabilities asso-
ciated with space services."
Key amongst what the USA
calls"adversaries' isChina. In
fact, thereisgrowing evidence
that Beijing is rehearsing how
to use space-based assets to
perform offensive and counter-
space operations. It has already
been observed conducted
"dogfights" in space. In March
2025, for instance, the US
Space Force (USSF) observed
"fivedifferent objectsin space
maneuvering in and out and
around each other in
synchronicity and in control,"
according to General Michael
A.Guetlein, Vice Chief of Space
Operations. Guetlein elabo-
rated, "That'swhat wecdll 'dog-
fighting in space'. They are
practicing tactics, techniques
and procedures to do on-orbit
Space operations from one sat-
ellite to another". As an ex-
amplefrom 2022, theAmerican
patrol satellite'USA 270  report-

edly had a pair of recently
launched Chinese satellites in
its sights dead ahead whilst
they weretransiting "oneof the
most sensitive neighborhoods
in space”. However, one of the
Chinese satellites then slowed
down and maneuvered in be-
hind 'USA 270" asit flew past,
22,000 milesabove Earth.
While nobody was shot
down - as occurs in real jet
fighter combat - thisencounter
|eft American controllerswon-
dering how to pilot their
satellite's next move. It also
raised questions about Chi-
nese intentions, as the latter
refinesitsability to affect rapid
aspect changesin its satellites.
Half the problem isthat China
refusesto divulgeitstrue space
ambitions, despite claiming
only peaceful and benign inten-
tions. For example, Liu Pengyu,
the Chinese Embassy spokes-
man in Washington DC, said in
December 2025: "Chinaiscom-
mitted to the peaceful use of
outer space, and opposes any

arms race in outer space or
weaponizing it. China has no
intention to engage in a space
race with any country, nor do
we seek so-called advantagein
outer space.” However, Chinas
actions speak otherwise. It is
thesameon Earthin placeslike
the South China Sea. Beijing
cloaksits plans and actionsin
reassuring phrases, but it is
busily stoking tensions by
throwing its weight around.
China has hastened develop-
ment of satellite mega-constel-
lations to provide SATCOM
resilience, plus the country's
thriving commercial space sec-
tor is driving innovation that
benefitsthe PLA. Itisalso de-
veloping reusablerockets. The
Pentagon's 2025 report on
Chinas military noted, "Many
of China'scommercial compa-
niesare part of itsmilitary-civil
fusion strategy to develop
dual-use technologies in the
commercial sector for eventual
integration into the military. In
2024, commercial spacedevel-

itions In space

opment was written into the
Chinese Communist Party's
(CCP) government work report
for the first time, demonstrat-
ing its increased importance."
Are some of Chinas satellites
designed to wage war against
the space-based assets of
other nations in orbital skir-
mishes? Does Chinaintend to
blind an adversary's sensing
capabilities and shut down vi-
tal communicationsinawar or
at someother critical juncture?
Yes, both situations are ex-
tremely likely.

The Chinese TJS-3 satellite,
for example, has approached
other countries' satellites in
geostationary Earth orbit mul-
tiple times. Yet China says it
isjust acommunicationstech-
nology test satellite. Beijing
has also conducted close ap-
proach and rendezvous op-
erations between different
sets of satellites. Some, like
Shijian-21, have robotic arms
that can manipulate and reori-
ent other satellites.

Indian Parliament And The Perils Of Empty Swagger

The Indian Parliament has
settled into a disturbing
rhythm. The founding fathers
of the Constitution had crafted
it for debates that are focused
on the welfare of the electors,
and legiglation that is filtered
through the wisdom of each
and every elected MP.

Thursday sharpat 11am, Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birlawal ked
up to hischair. The now-famil-
iar crescendo, of Opposition
MPs unleashing their lung
power to disrupt the last six-
seven hours of the proceed-
ings, rose. Birladidn't ask them
tost. Hedidn'ttell themtocam
down. He asked everyone to
stand up for the National Song.
For afew minutes, the serenity
of Vande Mataram echoed in-
side the House. And then the
Speaker adjourned the House
sine die, bringing the curtain
down on the Monsoon Session
of Parliament about seven
hours before the scheduled
end.

The 250-o0dd sg. feet, trans-
parent-vinyl-walled porta-
cabin'mediahut’ in Parliament
is placed at exactly the same
radia distancefromtheold Par-
liament building's Gate No. 1
(past entry point for MPs) and
the Makar Dwar, the entry
point in the new building. It
providesaringsideview of how
things have transitioned and
degenerated over time. For the
29th day, or the 19th sitting of
the Houses, watching the MPs
troop out without doing much
work reminded meof what Sena-
tor Gracchus said in Director
Ridley Scott's epic adventure
drama, Gladiator. Gracchushad
provided acynical view of Ro-
man politics by telling some-
one that the "beating heart of
Rome is not the marble of the
Senate; it'sthe sand of the Col-
osseum”.

Each day of the now virtu-
aly-bombed and annihilated-
by-disruptions Monsoon Ses-
sion this year, MPs from both
sides of the political fence
emerged from the Makar Dwar
like gladiatorsfrom the Colos-
seum, claiming victory. But it
takes a bit of sitting back and

thinking to deducethat all par-
ties and groupings across the
various divides have been
managing to have their way,
and that thereisonly oneloser:
the voter. Reconfirming that
distraction through spectacle
ismore effective than political
accountability and perfor-
mance.

The Congressmen's
Newfound Swagger

Ask any journalist covering
the monsoon session of Parlia-
ment what the key takeaway of
thesessionis, and they will tell
you that in the second half of
the month-long session, the
stand-out element has been the
Leader of Opposition, Rahul
Gandhi, walking with the swag-
ger of awinner inside or out-
side Parliament. This swagger
has rubbed off on most Con-
gressmen. They admit that this
was in stark contrast to the
session's earlier half, as not
them, but the Cockroach Janata
Party (CJP) had stolen the head-
lines. The satirical platform
achieved what had been mis-
sion impossible for the entire
Opposition for 12 long years of
theNDA rule. TheGen Z anger
madethe BJPleadership sack a
minister rightinthemiddleof a
Parliament session. The Con-
gresshad initially stayed away
from the protests. And thus,
couldn't claim victory for
Dharmendra Pradhan's ouster.
Rahul Gandhi entered thearena
latewith afoiled sit-in outside
the Prime Minister'sresidence.
Then he shifted the goal post.
For the Congressmen, that shift
brought anote of triumph - and
the swagger. The CIJP's trophy
was Pradhan'sresignation. But
Rahul Gandhi and the Con-
gressneeded amorevisiblehit.
So he picked the pellet-hit pro-
testers, the crackdown on the
protesters, Delhi Police's
fumbles, and UnionHomeMin-
ister Amit Shah's silence on
theseto build a"missing” nar-
rative. He wanted Shah to tell
the House who ordered the
crackdown. The government
dug its heels in. Its gladiators
laid down therulesfor astate-
ment by Shah. No dialoguetill

thereis disruption.

Theremnants of thedepleted
INDIA bloc, after the DMK's
exit and the TMC's desertions,
realised the potential of the
manufactured deadlock. The
target was Shah - the man
anointed by the BJP as
‘Chanakya’, the man who
cracked the Article 370 code
and decimated the Naxal threat.
As the monsoon session ends,
Rahul Gandhi isbeing credited
by his party as the |leader who
made Shah squirm. A senior
Congress leader bursting with
pride told me, "Shah's aura is
gone". That's the trophy with
which the Opposition departed
from the session.

But The Government Hasn't
Lost Either

The latest monsoon session
is an outing the government
would perhaps like to forget.
On day one, it had swarms of
protesters battling on the
streets to reach Parliament.
Within days, it had to ease out
Pradhan. Its attempts to stitch
the numbersfor thereintroduc-
tion of the Delimitation bill have
not reached fruition. ItsFCRA
bill has faced internal dissent,
external protests, and nudges
from global superpowers. But
doesthe government qualify to
be a loser if the Opposition
won? The answer is buried in
the session track. In modern
conventions, the Opposition
can be called awinner if akey
government legidlation is de-
feated or a session is a wash-
out and no legislation is
passed. Put these parameters
on paper, juxtapose the statis-
tics from the session, and the
picture getsmuddied. Thevic-
tor-loser lines blur. Although
the government is not walking
with awinner's swagger, it has
its own collection of trophies
from this session. The monsoon
session of Parliament may have
stayed log-jammed by the Op-
position, but it was not a com-
plete washout. The big-ticket
FCRA or the Delimitation Bills
may not have seen daylight, but
the government managed to
push through some 20-odd bills
or legidation despitethedin. Al-

most every bill listed for intro-
duction at the gtart of the ses-
sion was passed. Sample this.
The theme of the session was
crafting anew politica recipeto
seduce the 'Generation Z'. With
the coveted demography in fo-
cus, the Opposition couldn't dis-
rupt the passing of the Public Ex-
aminations(Prevention of Unfair
Means) Amendment Bill. By
bringing stricter rules against
exam paper lesks, thegovernment
offered an olive branch to Gen
Z. Sincethe Opposition wasun-
der public scrutiny, the Bill saw
11 hours of debate in the Lok
Sabhaand 7 hours and 14 min-
utes in the Rajya Sabha. The
government managed to passthe
Bill for renaming Kerala as
'‘Keralam'. The Opposition
couldn't stop the BJP's pet
project, The Prevention of In-
sults to National Honour
(Amendment) Bill, which stems
from declarations made in the
Constituent Assembly by Dr
Rajendra Prasad on January 24,
1950, getingthat VandeMataram
holdsagtatusequd to JanaGana
Mana. Then there is the short-
age of judges in the Supreme
Court; the government's Su-
preme Court (Number of Judges)
AmendmentAct, 2026, whichin-
creases the sanctioned strength
of the Supreme Court of India
from 34 to 38 judges (including
the Chief Justiceof India), sailed
through.

But Who Lost - And How?

The government took four
daysafter the July 20 proteststo
ease out Pradhan. The Opposi-
tion claimed it had a reason to
disrupt the proceedings. Then,
inaclever pivot, Rahul Gandhi
asked Amit Shah torespond. On

the penultimate day, the Home
Minister spoke. He dared the
Opposition to submit a letter to
the Spesker for adebateby 2 pm.
"l am ready to answer the
Opposition's questions on the
police action." But the Opposi-
tionrejected Shah'sproposal and
said it was not interested in the
Home Minister's "lectures’.
There arereasonswhy theissue
never got resolved. The Oppo-
stionwasn'tinterestedinaShah
response, as it would have di-
luted the "wesk-Home-Minis-
ter" campaign it had constructed
so carefully. Thegovernment, in
turn, was hesitant to field the
HomeMinister al thesedaysas
it knew that once Shah spoke,
the Opposition's next demand
would be an apology by the
PrimeMiniger.

S0, thedeadlock wasn't parlia
mentary; it was politica. But the
pardle fact dongside the dead-
lock and disruptions is the pass-
ing of some 20-odd bills during
the session. They sailed through
despite the Opposition's disrup-
tions. Initialy, the Opposition's
strategy involved sloganeering
and holding up placards while
bills were being introduced or
passed. But it soon realised that
on the floor of the House, the
government'snumerical strength
meattered morethanitslung power,
and that the bills were being
pushed and passed despite the
commotion. In the fading mo-
ments of the session, the Op-
position changed tack. It started
staging walkouts in the Rajya
Sabha after sloganeering. That
worked for both the government
and the Opposition. The gov-
ernment got its bills, and the
Opposition, its spectacle.
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Rampachodavaram, Pen
Power, August 13:
Polavaram District Collec-
tor K. Dinesh Kumar called
upon citizens to actively
participatein Independence
Day celebrations and con-
tribute to the nation’s de-
velopment. As part of the
Centre’'s' Har Ghar Tirangd
campaign, agrand Tiranga
rally was organised on
Thursday from the ITDA
office to Ambedkar Centre
at Rampachodavaram. The
rally, spanning about 350
metres, was attended by
Collector K. Dinesh Kumar,
Joint Collector Surapati
Prashanth Kumar, OSD
Javali, RDOK. Swathi, DSP
Ashraf Ali and students
from various schools.

The Collector urged
peopleto hoist the national
flag at their homesand pro-
mote patriotism and na-
tional unity. He also ap-
pealed to everyoneto plant
asapling on August 14 and

15 and contribute to envi-
ronmental protection. Here-
iterated his commitment to
the development of tribal
areas, protection of tribal,
forest and land rights, and
safeguarding tribal laws,
culture and traditions. A
pledge was also adminis-
tered on contributing to the
‘SwarnaAndhra—2047, Vi-
sion—2047' goals. Deputy

Directors Rukmandayya
and ShelkhAhmed Sharesf,
DEO G. Sriram Murthy,
DWMA PD Ram Prasad,
ICDSPD K. Uma, District
Horticulture Officer
Devadanam, DDO Venka
tanarayana, APO General
DNV Ramana, District Ma-
laria Officer Bhaskar,
Tahsildar C.H. Balaji,
MPDO Prasad, Deputy

Tiranga Rally Held at Rampachodavaram

MPDO Haribabu, DCHS

Sambasiva Rao, Dr.
Neelima, Rl Nirmala, DE
Nagaraju, Cl Prasad, Sl
Ramesh, Principa Srinivasa
Rao, A. Satyanarayana, Erra
msetti Rgju, HDFC Manager
Teegala Muralikrishna,
along with P.Ds, PETSs,
teachers, students and of-
ficialsfrom various depart-
ments participated.

Alter native GO Sought to Protect Tribal Rights

A
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Paderu, Pen Power, Au-
gust 13: Araku MP Dr.
Gumma Tanuja Rani met
President Droupadi Murmu
and urged immediate mea-

sures to protect the rights,
employment and educa-
tional opportunitiesof tribal
communities in Scheduled
Areas.

The MP requested the
introduction of an alterna-
tivegovernment order to GO
No. 3 in view of the Su-
preme Court judgment, en-

suring greater representa-
tion for local tribal people
ingovernment jobs, includ-
ing teaching posts. She
also sought aspecial policy
to strengthen education
and employment opportu-
nitiesfor tribal youth.

Tanuja Rani stressed the
importance of strict imple-
mentation of the 1/70 land
transfer law to protect tribal
lands and livelihoods. She
also urged protection of the
constitutional rights and
special safeguards pro-
videdtotribal communities
in Scheduled Areas. The
MP said the President re-
sponded positively and as-
sured that the issueswould
be taken up with the Prime
Minister, Governor, Chief
Minister, Union ministries
and the National Commis-
sion for Scheduled Tribes
for appropriate action.

Awareness Rally on Organ Donatlon

Kakinada, Pen Power,
August 13: Ontheoccasion
of World Organ Donation
Day, Medicover Hospitals,
Kakinada organised an
awareness rally and flash
mob on Thursday to pro-
mote organ donation among
the public.

Kakinada District SP G
Bindhu Madhav and Dis-
trict Medical and Health
Officer Dr. K. Anitaflagged
off the rally from the Dis-
trict Police Office to
Bhanugudi Junction.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, SP Bindhu Madhav
said organ donation offers
an opportunity to give a
new lease of life to another
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person. She called upon
youth to dispel misconcep-
tions about organ donation
and spread awareness in

society.
Students also performed
aflashmob highlighting the

importance of organ dona-
tion. Additional SP(Admin)
Dr. Mahanti Kishore Kumear,
SB DSP K.V.V.
Satyanarayana, Medicover
Hospital staff, KUDA Chair-
man Satya Talatam and stu-

dentsfromAditya, Adarsha
and other colleges partici-
pated.

The programme carried
themessage: “ Organ Dona-
tion — A New Life for An-
other.”

India’s Space Achievements Inspire Youth
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Gandepalli, Pen Power
(Surampalem), August 13:
National Space Day—2026
was celebrated at Aditya
University tocommemorate
India’s achievements in
spaceresearch and promote
scientific thinking, technical
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skillsand innovation among
students. The event was
organised by the Depart-
ment of Electronics and
Communication Engineer-
ing (ECE) in association
with|EEE Signal Processing
Society Student Branch

Chapter and |EEE Vizag Bay
Section ComSoc Joint
Chapter. Around 250 stu-
dents from Aditya Univer-
sity, Ideal Institute of Tech-
nology, NRI University, KL
University and Sir C.R.
Reddy College of Engineer-
ing participated. Chief
Guest Dr. T. Sudheer Kumar,
Professor of ECE at Vishnu
Women’s University, high-
lighted the importance of
signal processing in satel-
lite communication, radar,
satellite imaging, remote
sensing and telemetry, as

well asemergi ngfleldssuch
asAl and computer vision.

Students participatedin Al-
based poster and model
presentationsand aquiz on
space technology. Winners
were presented with prizes
and certificates. Deputy
Pro-Chancellor Dr. M.
Srinivasa Reddy, Registrar
Dr. G Suresh, ECE Head Dr.
C.H. Janakidevi, |EEE Stu-
dent Branch Counsellor Dr.
V. SrinivasaRao and School
of Engineering Dean Dr. G,
Sridevi attended the
programme.

Rajya SabhaMP
Chintakayala Vijay Supports
Martyrs Families

Anakapalli, Pen
Power, August 13:
Rajya Sabha M P
Chintakayala Vijay
donated his first
month’s salary of
Rs.3 lakh towards the
welfare of families of
Army personnel who
sacrificed their lives
in the service of the
nation.

He handed over the

donation cheque to
Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh. Vijay
said it was
everyone’s responsi-
bility to support the
families of soldiers
who dedicate their
lives to protecting the
country. His gesture
of donating his first
salary has been
widely appreciated.
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Rajamahendravaram,
Pen Power, August 13: East
Godavari District Electoral
Roll Observer K. Madhavi
Lathadirected officialsand
political parties to work in
coordination and ensure a
transparent and crediblefi-
nal electoral roll. During her
first review meeting with
political party representa-

tives, Electoral Registration
Officers, supervisors and
BLOs at the District
Collectorate on Thursday,
she said all stages of the
Specia Intensive Revision
process should be carried
out transparently. She in-
structed officials to ensure
that no eligible voter isleft
out and to properly docu-

MEETING WITH FOLITICAL Pllﬂllﬂr
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ment notices, claims, hear-
ings and supporting docu-
ments. District Collector
Keerthi Chekuri said specia
arrangements had been
made at the Collectoratefor
quality checks of notices
and claims disposed of by
EROs. She said ASD voter
lists were being displayed
at polling stations and
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Tahsildar offices, besides
being uploaded on the dis-
trict and Election Commis-
sionwebsites. The deadline
for filing objectionsis Au-
gust 30, while disposal of
noticesand claimswill con-
tinue until September 28,
2026. Thefina electora roll
is scheduled to be pub-
lished on October 3, 2026.

Speed Up Voter Registration
Proc&s Collector

Vijayawada, Pen Power,
August 13: VijayawadaDis-
trict Collector Dr. G
Lakshmeesh directed offi-
cialsto speed up voter reg-
istration and ensure timely
disposal of applications.
During a video conference
chaired by Andhra Pradesh
Chief Electord Officer Vivek
Yadav, the Collector re-
viewed polling stations,
voter registration and
Forms 6, 7 and 8. Officias
were advised to conduct
special enrolment campsin
colleges and educational
ingtitutions for youth aged
18-20 and promote voter
registration through social

media. The CEO also di-
rected officials to resolve
minor issues faced by
women, senior citizens,
persons with disabilities
and residents of hilly ar-
easat the ERO/AERO level
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without requiring them to
visit distant offices. Col-
lector Lakshmeesh said
57% of notices had been
delivered and around
9,000 Form-6 and 6,000
Form-8 applications pend-

ing beyond the prescribed
period were being pro-
cessed on priority. Special
voter awareness
programmes will be con-
ducted on August 22, 23,
29 and 30.

Electora

Rajamahendravaram,
Pen Power, August 13: East
Godavari District Electoral
Roll Observer K. Madhavi
Latha inspected several
polling stations in the
Rajamahendravaram Urban
and Rural constituencies
on Thursday to review the
implementation of the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision
(SIR) programme. She re-
viewed voter list verifica-
tion, corrections, new voter
enrolment and deletion of
names of deceased voters
asper Election Commission
guidelines. At Polling Sta-
tionNo. 155in Gopal Nagar,
she reviewed voter num-
bers, awareness activities
and the progress of door-
to-door verification.

In the Rural constitu-

RO

ency, she inspected Poll-
ing Station No. 100 at
Hukumpeta along with
District Revenue Officer/
Rural ERO S. Bhaskar
Reddy and Tahsildar
Srinivas. She also re-

| Observer Inspects Polling Stat|ons

viewed the uploading of
SIR data by BLOs
through the mobile appli-
cation and instructed of -
ficialsto provideclear in-
formation to voters re-
garding additions, dele-

tions and corrections.
Municipal Commissioner
Rahul Meena, MPDO
Armstrong, election offi-
cials, supervisors and
BLOs participated in the
inspection.

Vioter List Revision to be Completed Transparently
- Special Awareness Drives on August 22, 23,29 & 30

Kakinada, Pen Power,
August 13: District Collec-
tor M.N. Harendhir Prasad
directed officials to com-
plete the Special Intensive
Revision—2026 of electoral
rolls transparently and
within the Election
Commission’s prescribed
schedule. During a video

A

conference chaired by Chief
Electoral Officer Vivek
Yadav, the progress of no-
tices, BLO meetings, draft
rolls and Forms 6, 7 and 8
was reviewed. The Collec-
tor said notices had been
issued for all 1,822 polling
stations in the district. Of
31,695 noticesissued, 7,335

have been delivered, while
efforts are underway to de-
liver the remaining 24,360
notices. A total of 7,724
Form-6 applications, 219
Form-7 applications and
5,174 Form-8 applications
arepending and will bedis-
posed of after due verifica-
tion. Special voter aware-
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ness programmes will be
conducted at booth level on
August 22, 23, 29 and 30.
Claims and objections can
be submitted until August
30, with disposal targeted
by September 28. Thefinal
electoral roll will be pub-
lished on October 3, 2026,
the Collector said.

Electoral Roll Observer Inspects Polling Booths

Rampachodavar am, Pen Power, August
13: Electoral Roll Observer V. Prasanna
Venkatesh inspected polling booths in the
Rampachodavaram constituency on
Thursday and reviewed the voter list
revision process. He inspected polling
booths 179in Maredumilli villageand 172
in Kutravadavillage, checking voter
numbers, awareness activities and basic
facilities. He directed BLOsto ensure that
all eigible 18-year-oldsareenrolled as
voters and that corrections and deletions
intheelectoral roll are carried out carefully.
The Observer aso visited the Ekalavya
Model Residential School at Pedagedda
village and reviewed student strength,
teaching, food quality, classrooms, kitchen,
storage facilitiesand cleanliness. He
instructed officialsto strictly follow the

!..l - I o | .
prescribed menu and provide fresh, hot food to students daily. Joint
Collector Surapati Prashanth Kumar, RDO K. Swathi, Tahsildar Ammaji,
Deputy Tahsildar Dorakayyaand Principal Sharmawere present.



Gangothri Shines at
National Badminton
Championship

Paderu, Pen Power, August 13: Alluri District Joint Collector
Tirumani Sripooja, |AS, congratulated badminton player Rajana
Gangothri for her impressive performance at the National Badminton

= Championship. At an event held at the Collectorate on Thursday, the
w Joint Collector felicitated Gangothri and wished her greater success
at national and international levels, bringing recognition to the dis-
trict and state. The National Badminton Championship for the Deaf
was held at the Jwala Gutta Academy of Excellence in Moinabad,
Telangana, from August 3to 5. Vijayawada sdeaf athletes competed
against seven regional teams and secured third place in the overall
team category, winning the trophy.

StepstoAppomt Banking
Correspondentsin Every Village

Rampachodavaram, Pen
Power, August 13:
Polavaram District Collec-
tor K. Dinesh Kumar di-
rected banks to take steps
to provide banking services
in remote villages and ap-
point banking correspon-
dents(BCs) inevery village.

g @3 (£]) Union Bank
DCC/DLRC MEETING
QUARTER ENDING MARCH 2

At a district-level bank-
ers’ review meeting held at
the ITDA conference hall
on Thursday, the Collector
reviewed rural banking ser-
vices, financial inclusion,
PM Jan Dhan accountsand
loan disbursements. He
suggested selecting edu-

cated local youth as BCs
and providing them with
proper training.

The meeting noted that
priority-sector lending for
202526 exceeded the tar-
get of Rs.410 crore, with
Rs.466.85 crore disbursed,
achieving 113.86%. Against

the overal loan target of
Rs.635 crore, banks dis-
bursed Rs.703.42 crore,
achieving 110.77%. The
Collector aso reviewed PM
Jan Dhan accounts, Aadhaar
linking, RuPay cards, |oansto
farmersand women’sgroups,
fisheries, dairy and smal in-
dustries. Hedirected officids
to creategrester avarenessof
government schemes and
strengthen banking services
across the didtrict’s 836 vil-
lages. Regiona Bank Manag-
ers Nirmala Jyothi, Satish,
Prasad Rao and Kiran Kumar,
NABARD M anager
Chakradhar, LDM Pradeep,
Convener Gorle Bujji Babu,
DRDA PD Dr. Ratnakar Rao
and officialsfromvariousde-
partments participated. The
Collector later released pam-
phletsonmicroandsmall in-
dustries.

High-Level Review on Velugonda

Project and Displaced Families’ Issues

Markapur, Pen Power,
August 13: A high-level re-
view meeting on the
progress of the Poola
Subbaiah  Velugonda
Project, rehabilitation colo-
niesand issues of displaced
families was held at the
Markapur District
Collectorate on Thursday.
State Water Resources
Minister Nimmala
Ramanaidu and State En-

dowments Minister and
Markapur District In-charge
Minister Anam
Ramanarayana Reddy
chaired the meeting. Offi-
cialsbriefed theministerson
the progress of project
works, rehabilitation mea-
sures, basic infrastructure
in colonies and pending
demands of displaced fami-
lies. Theministersdirected
officials to complete the

pendmg project works
within the stipulated time
and implement the assur-
ances given to displaced
families without delay.
They aso instructed offi-
cials to provide drinking
water, roads, electricity and
schoolsin therehabilitation
colonieson apriority basis
and resolve the issues of
displaced families sympa-
thetically.

District Collector Vijaya
Sunitha, Kanigiri MLA Dr.
Mukku Ugra Narasimha
Reddy, Markapur MLA
Kandula Narayana Reddy,
Giddalur MLA Mutthumula
Ashok Reddy, Udayagiri
MLA Kakarla Suresh,
Yerragondapalem TDP in-
charge Gudur Erikkson
Babu, Joint Collector Puli
Srinivasulu and Velugonda
Project officialsattended.

Complete SIR Notice Distribution by August 31 CoIIector

Paderu, Pen Power, Au-
gust 13: Alluri District
Collector T. Nishanthi di-
rected officials to com-
plete 100% distribution of
notices under SIR-2026 by
August 31.

Following a video con-
ference chaired by Chief
Electoral Officer Vivek
Yadav, the Collector re-
viewed the progress with
EROsand AEROs. Shein-
structed officials to speed
up notice distribution and
the verification process,
ensuring that notices are
delivered directly to the
concerned voters.

She also directed offi-

cials to focus on the
timely disposal of Forms
6, 7 and 8, rationalisation
of polling stations and

strict implementation of
the latest Election Com-
mission guidelines. The
Collector stressed that

the SIR process should be
completed transparently
and efficiently without
any delay.

Free 45-Day Skill Training for Kondareddy Tribal Youth

details, contact Shirisha (6302131385) or AO, ITDA (9573938533).

*

Rampachodavaram, August 13: ITDA Project Officer
and Joint Collector S Prashanth Kumar announced a free
45-day residential skill training programme in Dry Wall
False Ceiling (DWFC) for Kondareddy (ST) youth. The
training will begin in Vijayawada on August 17.
Kondareddy ST male candidates aged 18-35 are eligible.
Atotal of 20 candidates will be selected, with free accom-
modation and training provided. Successful trainees will
receive NSDC certification and assistance in securing
employment, with starting salaries of up to Rs.15,000 per
month. Interested candidates should register at the ITDA
office, Rampachodavaram, by tomorrow evening. For
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Organ Donation is a Gift of

Lite: Collector Rajababu

Ongole, Pen Power,Au—
gust 13: District Collector
P. Rgja Babu urged people
to come forward and sup-
port organ donation, calling
it a noble service that can
savelives. Onthe occasion
of World Organ Donation
Day, KIMS Hospitals,

Ongole orge;nised a 3-km

awarenesswalk to highlight
theimportance of organ do-
nation. Collector P. Raja
Babu and District SP V.
Harshavardhan Raju at-
tended the programme,
while Ongole DSP Rayapti
Srinivasa Rao flagged off

the walk. DSP Srinivasa
Rao said one person’s or-
gan donation can help save
several lives and stressed
the need for greater public
awareness. Thewalk began
at the Collectorate and con-
cluded at the SP Office.
Doctors, medical and nurs-

ing staff, students, volun-
teers and members of the
public participated with
placards and slogans pro-
moting organ donation.
KIMSHospitd COOK. Anki
Reddy, Dr. T. Sri Hari Reddy,
consultants and other doc-
tors also participated.

Grand ‘Har Ghar Tlranga

Vijayawada, Pen Power,
August 13: A grand ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga' rally was
organisedinVijayawadaon
Thursday to promote pa-
triotism and national unity
ahead of Independence
Day. Therally, organised by
the district administration,
began at the Collectorate
and concluded at Indira
Gandhi Stadium. Students,
youth, sportspersons, offi-
cials, police personnel and
members of the public par-
ticipated in large numbers,
carrying the nationa flag.
The city echoed with slo-
gans of “Bharat Mata Ki
Jai” and “Vande Mataram.”

District Collector Dr. G
Lakshmeesh said citizens
should remember the sacri-
fices of freedom fighters
and contribute to nation-
building. He called upon
people to set goals for the

Rally Held in Vijayawada

development of their villages, cities, state and country towards 2047. Commissioner of
Police S.V. Rajasekhar Babu said therally would strengthen patriotism and national unity
and urged people to work collectively towards the Swarna Andhra—2047 vision.
VijayawadaMunicipal Corporation Commissioner H.M. Dhyan Chand said the enthusi-
astic participation would help take the spirit of ‘Har Ghar Tiranga' to every household.

Viksit Bharat, Swarna Andhra 2047
Should Be Everyone s Goal. Collector

Ongole, Pen Power, Au-
gust 13: District Collector
P. Rgja Babu called upon
people to set individual
goals and contribute to-
wards achieving the Viksit
Bharat and SwarnaAndhra—
2047 vision.

Around 3,000 students,
government employees, lo-
cal leadersand citizenspar-
ticipated inagrand Tiranga
rally from Prakasam Bhavan
to the Mini Stadium on
Thursday, carrying the na-
tional flag and raising patri-
otic slogans. Addressing
the gathering at the Mini
Stadium, Collector Raja
Babu said the freedom en-
joyed today was the result
of the sacrifices of great
freedom fighters. He urged
youthto play an activerole
in making India a leading
nationinall sectors. Hesaid

special programmesinclud-
ing Har Ghar Tiranga, seifie
campaigns, tree plantation
and Tirangarallieswere be-
ing organised for five days
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to promote patriotism and
awareness about the values
of thefreedom struggle. The
participants took a pledge
to contribute to the Viksit

Bharat and SwarnaAndhra—
2047 goals. Joint Collector
KapanaKumari and senior
digtrict officiasaso partici-
pated in therally.

Independence Day Arrangements Intensified

Markapur, Pen Power,
August 13: District SP V.
Harshavardhan Raju in-
spected the arrangements
for the 80th Independence
Day celebrations sched-
uled to be held at SVKP
Degree Collegepremiseson
August 15. The SPreviewed
the parade ground, stage,
security, traffic, parking and
public facilities with offi-
cias and directed them to
ensure adequate security
and prevent inconvenience
to visitors.

He also inspected the
police parade rehearsal, re-
ceived the ceremonial salute
and hoisted the national
flag. Reviewing the parade
fromthevehicle, headvised
personnel to maintain dis-
cipline and coordination
and participate with greater
enthusiasm on Indepen-
denceDay. OSD Navajyothi
Mishra, SB Inspector

Nageswara Rao, DSPU. Nagaraju, Rl Ramana Reddy, Town Sl Viswanatha Reddy and
other officials and personnel participated.

Grand Celebrations Planned for 80th Independence Day

Kakinada, Pen Power, August 13: The 80th Independence
Day celebrationswill be held grandly at the Kakinada Police
Parade Grounds on August 15 at 9 AM, District Collector
M.N. Harendhir Prasad said. State Deputy Chief Minister and
Minister K. Pawan Kalyanwill attend the cel ebrations asthe
chief guest. The programme will include flag hoisting at 9
AM, police salute, the chief guest’s address, apolice parade,
development tableaux, cultural programmes and presentation
of appreciation certificates. The Collector urged public repre-
sentatives, officials, invitees and citizens to reach the venue
on time and participate in the celebrations.
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SCLR Final Link Opens, Cuts

Travel Time by 35 Minute

Mumbai: The long-
awaited final stretch of the
Santacruz-Chembur Link
Road (SCLR) is now open
to the public, completing
the integrated 10.30-km
SCLR network between the
Eastern Express Highway
(EEH) and Western Express
Highway (WEH). Accord-
ing to reports, the 1.40-km
Bharat Nagar Road (Univer-
sity Area)—Vakola Junction
Elevated Corridor, built un-
der SCLR Extension Phase
I, marksthefinal and criti-
cal link in the network,

which has been developed
progressively since the
original SCLR wasopened.

The final link of the
Santacruz—Chembur Link
Road isnow open, complet-
ingtheintegrated 10.30-km
SCLR network between the
Eastern Express Highway
and the Western Express
Highway. With the Phase |
extensions and completion
of Phasell, the SCLR net-
work now provides end-to-
end, signal-free east—west
connectivity across the
Eastern Express Highway,

Western Express Highway,
Bandra-Kurla Complex
(BKC), Santacruz, Chembur,
Kalina, Mumbai University,
Tilak Nagar, KapadiaNagar
and Kurla.

According to the latest
datafromthe Mumbai Met-
ropolitan Region Develop-
ment Authority (MMRDA),
the newly opened elevated
corridor establishes seam-
less two-way connectivity
between BKC and the
WEH. Trafficfrom BKCwill
merge directly with the
SCLR cable-stayed bridge,

whiletraffic from the WEH
will movefrom the existing
Vakola Flyover onto the
new elevated corridor. Ac-
cording to the MMRDA,
the extension is expected
to reducetravel timeby up
to 35 minutes. The com-
pleted network will allow
motorists to bypass
Kalina, Vakola and
Kalanagar, while also re-
ducing travel time on key
routes. The project hasfur-
ther strengthened connec-
tivity to BKC, Mumbai
University, Mumbai Inter-
nationa Airport, major com-
mercial hubsand surround-
ing residential areas. The
fully operational corridor is
expected to ease conges-
tion on several of Mumbai's
key arterial roadswhileim-
proving commuter conve-
nience, road safety and
overall travel efficiency. It
isalso expected to help re-
ducefuel consumption, ve-
hicle operating costs and
vehicular emissions.

Kolkata Hospital Nurse Found Dead In Locked
Tollet; Anaesthetic Vials, Syringe Recovered

IGENTENARY

Kolkata: A 30-year-old
nurse was found dead in-
side a locked toilet at the
state-run NRS Hospital in
Kolkata on Wednesday
night, policesaid on Thurs-
day. Empty vials of anaes-
thetic injection and a sy-
ringewerefound insidethe
toilet. A post-mortem exami-
nation was underway to
determine the cause of
death. West Bengal Health
Minister Sharadwat
Mukherjee and senior po-
lice officers rushed to the
hospital after news of the
death emerged on Thurs-
day morning. The incident
at the 150-year-old hospital
has raised questions about
what happened in the pe-
riod between the nurse dis-
appearing from duty and
being found inside the toi-
let. Kolkata, West Bengal:
A 30-year-old nurse, Rupali
Burman, wasfound uncon-
sciousinside atoilet at Nil
Ratan Sircar Medica Col-
lege and Hospital and was
later declared dead. Shehad
been on duty in the Gyne-
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cology Department’s High
Dependency Unit and had
gonetothetoilet around. A
policeofficer said thenurse
was on duty on Wednes-
day night when she disap-
peared around 9.40 pm.
Hospital staff began look-
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ing for her and noticed that
the door of atoilet had re-
mained locked for an unusu-
ally long time. “They
shouted her name, but there
was no response. They
broke the door and found
her lyinginside,” theofficer

said, requesting anonymity,
Hindustan Times reports.
Doctorsexamined thenurse
and declared her dead. Po-
lice said the body was
found on the first floor of
the maternity ward and the
areawas cordoned off.

Woman Beggar Assaulted After Toddler
Touches Bike, Accused Booked

Kapurthala: A
disturbing incident of
alleged assault outside
theMata Shri
Bhadrakali Templein
Kapurthalahas
sparked widespread
outrage after avideo of
theincident surfaced on
social media. Thevideo
purportedly showsa
man assaultinga
woman beggar who
wassitting near the
templegate. According
toinformation available
inconnectionwiththe
incident, thewoman
was accompanied by
childrenwhenthe
altercation began. The
incident reportedly

stemmed from aminor
dispute. Sourcessaid
that children sitting with
thewoman allegedly
touched or tampered
withamotorcycle
parked outsidethe
temple. Themotorcycle
owner isaccused of
becoming enraged over
theincident and attack-
ing thewoman. Inthe
viral footage, theman
canalegedly beseen
pushing thewomanto
theground and hitting
her with hisfootwear.
Some devoteesand
passers-by intervened
and attempted to
rescue her. However,
theaccused allegedly

returned and kicked
thewomanagain. The
video subsequently
circulated widdly
online, triggering anger
among membersof the
public and demandsfor
strict action against the
accused. Thewoman,
reportedly frightened
by theincident, did not
initidly approachthe
policetofileacom-
plaint. Followingthe
circulation of thevideo
andintervention by
adminigrativeand
social groups, police
took suo motu cogni-
sance of the matter.
Theincident also drew
objectionsfromthe

Women'sCommission
and theHuman Rights
Core Committee,
whichcalled for
stringent legal action.
DSPSub-Divison
Sheeta Singhtook
chargeof theinvestiga-
tion. Accordingtothe
DSP, the accused was
identified througha
preliminary inquiry and
examination of the
videofootage. “The
personinvolvedinthe
assault hasbeen
identified asVikas
Sharma, son of Pawan
Kumar, aresident of
Sheikhupur,” DSP
Sheetal Snghsad.
Policesaid Sharma
runsashop directly
oppositethetemple.
Policehaveregistered
anFIR against Vikas
Sharmaat City Police
Station under relevant
provisonsof the
BharatiyaNyaya
Sanhita(BNS). Ac-
cording to DSP Sheetal
Singh, policeteamsare
conductingraidsto
locate the accused and
heisexpected to be
arrested soon.
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PM Modi Calls Harsimrat Kaur.

New Delhi: PrimeMinis-
ter NarendraM odi spoketo
Shiromani Akali Dal chief
Sukhbir Singh Badal’swife,
Harsimrat Kaur Badal, over
the phone and inquired
about his health. Mean-
while, Badal got injured in
an attack at a gurdwarain
Nanded, Maharashtra, to-
day. He sustained an injury
to his hand and was taken
to ahospital for treatment.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday spoketo
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
chief Sukhbir Singh Badal’s
wife, Harsimrat Kaur Badal,
over the phoneandinquired
about his health, as the
SAD chief was attacked
earlier in the day at a
gurdwara in Nanded,
Maharashtra. Followingthe
attack, Badal sustained an
injury to his hand. How-
ever, he was immediately
rushed to a private hospital
inNanded for medical treat-
ment. According to theini-
tial reports, Badal was at-

tacked with a sharp-edged
weapon near Mata Sahib
Gurdwarain Nanded. Dur-
ing the attack, a police per-
sonnel from his security
detail wasalsoinjured while
intervening in the attack.
Subsequently, the inci-
dent occurred around 11
am, after which Badal was
admitted to a hospital, as
confirmed by Nanded Po-
lice. Inspector Santosh

Kendre, who waspart of his
security detail, was also at-
tacked and sustained inju-
ries. Police have detained
one alleged attacker. The
reports state that the assail-
ant was Nihang Singh. Re-
acting to the incident,
MaharashtraChief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis has or-
dered an inquiry into the
meatter. Fadnavis, who also
spoke to Sukhbir Singh

g Checks on Sukhbir Badal's Health

Badal on the phone, has
sought information about
the incident from the
Nanded Superintendent of
Police. Meanwhile, the re-
ports state that Badal’s con-
dition is reported to be
stable now. Further details
in the case are awaited to
know who the attacker is
and what made him attack
Badal, as an investigation
into the matter isunderway.

2 Uttarakhand brothers return
from Russia after 3-month ordeal

Dehradun : Followingthe
intervention of Chief Min-
ister Pushkar Singh Dhami
and sustained efforts by the
state government, two
brothers from Pithoragarh,
Anand Singh Karki and
Bhupendra Singh Karki,
who had been stranded in
Russia for nearly 97 days,
have safely returned home.
According to a press re-
lease issued by the Chief
Minister's Office, following
their safereturn, Chief Min-
ister Pushkar Singh Dhami
spoke to the two brothers
over the phone and en-
quired about their well-be-
ing. He also spoke with the
youths and their family
members, taking detailed
information about the entire
episode. The family ex-
pressed relief at the safere-
turn of their sonsafter apro-

longed period and thanked
the Chief Minister for his
sensitive intervention and
prompt efforts. According
totheinformation available,
the two brothers had been
promised better employ-
ment opportunities abroad
through a travel agency
based in Sitarganj. Thefam-
ily aleged that they were
charged around Rs 8 lakh
inthe name of securing em-
ployment, following which
the brothers were sent to
Russia. The two brothers
left India on May 5, 2026,
and reached Moscow on
May 6. According to their
family, after arrivingin Rus-
Sia, they were not assigned
thework for which they had
been sent abroad. Instead,
they were dlegedly madeto
perform other tasks against
their wishes and were not

paidfor thework.
Thefamily further stated
that the two youths were
not allowed to move around
freely and were threatened
when they refused to work.
As they were unable to
maintain regular contact
with their family for apro-
longed period, concern

over their safety continued
to grow. During their last
communication, the youths
had dsoinformed their fam-
ily about drone or missile
attacksinthevicinity of the
premises where they were
being kept, further deepen-
ing concerns about their
safety.

Fadnavis Launches 4 MMRDA
Projects, Boosts Mumbai Connectivity

Mumbai: Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis inaugurated four
maj or infrastructure
projects by the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region De-
velopment  Authority
(MMRDA), aimed at im-
proving connectivity and
reducing traffic congestion
in Mumbai. The four
projects include the el-
evated road from Bharat
Nagar Road, University
Campusto VakolaJunction
on SCLR-2, Chembur Metro
Station under Phase 1A of
Metro Line 2B, the launch
of TBM-2 from the Thane
sidefor the Thane-Borivali

Twin Tunnel project and the
naming of the BK C flyover
after Barrister Babasaheb
Anantrao Bhosale. Speak-
ing during the virtual inau-
guration, CM Fadnavis
said, "Through MMRDA,
we are inaugurating four
important projects today.

To decongest the BKC G-
Block, six links had to be
prepared. But today, eight
links have been completed."
He said the Phase-2 land-
ing of the elevated corridor
at Bharat Nagar Road and
VakolaJdunction had caused
some congestion on the
Western Express Highway,
but traffic was being man-
aged. Fadnavis said Metro
Line 2B was in its final
stages and its completion
would provide better con-
nectivity to Mumbaikars.
"Onceadll theintegrationis
done, at least 90 lakh com-
muterswill travel daily. The
Central Government has

taken a very good deci-
sion," he said. Speaking
about local train services,
Fadnavis said local trains
should be made as good as
metro services. Hesaid new
automatic air-conditioned
local trainswould arrive by
March 2030. "Travelling by
metro and local train will
become much easier now,"
he said. On the Thane-
Borivali Twin Tunnel
project, Fadnavis said the
23-km journey between
Thane and Borivali, which
earlier took around 90 min-
utes, would take amaximum
of 12 minutes after the
project iscompleted.

IndiGo flight from Kolkata lands safely in Chennai
after left engineissue; full emergency withdrawn

Chennai : A full emer-
gency was declared at
Chennai Airport for IndiGo
flight 6E-723from K olkatato
Chennai after the aircraft
developed a left engine in-
operative condition, the
Chennai Airport Authority
said. Following the declara-
tion, necessary emergency
responsearrangementswere
put in place to facilitate the
safearrivd of theaircraft. The
aircraft landed safely on
Runway 25a 11:37 PM with
224 persons on board. "A
Full Emergency wasdeclared
at 23291ST for flight 6E-723,
operating from Kolkata
(CCU) to Chennai (MAA),
dueto aleft engine inopera:
tive condition. The aircraft
wasexpectedtoarriveat 2337
HRS, withthescheduledtime
of arrival being 2330 HRS"
as per Chennai Airport Au-

thority. The Full Emergency
wasdeclaredat 11:29PM, as
the aircraft was expected to
ariveat 11:37 PM, againgtits
scheduled arrival time of
11:30 PM. The Full Emer-
gency was formally with-
drawn at 11:47 PM, and dl
operations at the airport are
normd, the Chennai Airport
Authority said. "Following
the declaration of the Full
Emergency, the necessary
emergency response ar-
rangementswereinitiated to

facilitate the safe arrival of
theaircraft. Theaircraft sub-
sequently landed safely at
23371ST onRunway 25, with
224 persons on board. Full
Emergency was formally
withdrawn at 2347 HRS. All
operations normal," the
statement read. Last month,
an international IndiGo
flight bound for Mumbai
from Dubai wasforced to ex-
ecutean unscheduled emer-
gency landing at Gujarat's
Rajkot Airport after pilots

received an alert indicating
smokeintheaircraft'slower
cargo hold, airport authori-
tiessaid. Theflight crew re-
sponded swiftly to the mid-
air warning, declaring an
emergency and requesting
priority landing clearance
from Air Traffic Control
(ATC) a Rajkat. Emergency
response teams, including
firetendersand medica units,
wereimmediately deployed
alongside the runway as a
precautionary measure.
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Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare Convenes Two-Day
National Workshop on Anemia Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan with
Participation of Over 160 Representatives from All States and UTs

New Delhi, August, 13
(PIB): Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
convened a two-day Na-
tional Workshop onAnemia
Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan
(AMB) on 12-13 August
2026inNew Delhi, bringing
together over 160 partici-
pants from all States and
Union Territories, along
with representatives from
theMinistriesof Education;
Women and Child Develop-
ment; Panchayati Raj;
Youth Affairs and Sports;
and Tribal Affairs, as well
asexpertsand devel opment
and implementation part-
ners. The workshop fo-
cused on strengthening the
implementation of the re-
vised AMB Abhiyaan and
tranglating the 7x7x7 strat-

egy from policy into effec-
tive action on the ground
across the country. The re-
vised AMB Abhiyaan Op-
erational  Guidelines,
launched by Union Minis-
ter for Health and Family
Welfare Shri J.P. Nadda on
29 June 2026 during the
Conference of Central
Health and Family Welfare
(CCHFW), mark adecisive
shift in India’'s approach to
addressing anaemia. Mov-
ing beyond a programme
focused primarily on
supplementation and pro-
phylaxis, the revised guide-
lines adopt a comprehen-
sive, evidence-based ap-
proach centred on testing,
case-based management,
treatment compliance, con-
sumption of a diverse and

nutritious diet, and digital
tracking through integrated
portals for effective moni-
toring of beneficiaries.
Addressing the work-
shop, Smt. Punya Salila
Srivastava, Secretary, Min-
istry of Health and Family
Welfare, called for stronger
convergence across health
programmes and closer co-
ordination among ministries
to addressAnemiacompre-
hensively with better-
aligned interventions,
screening efforts and ser-
viceddivery platforms. She
also flagged the need to
strengthen public aware-
ness and extend supple-
mentation efforts beyond
pregnancy to younger age
groups through a life-
course approach. Speaking

at the Occasion, Smt.
Aradhana Patnaik, Addi-
tional Secretary & Mission
Director, National Health
Mission, stressed the im-
portance of effectiveimple-
mentation of the revised
AMB Abhiyaan framework
at the State, district, facility
and community levels. She
highlighted the transition
fromtheearlier 6x6x6frame-
work to the strengthened
7x7x7 approach stressing
onimproving consumption
and compliance to iron
supplementation, strength-
ening beneficiary participa
tion through Jan Bhagidari,
and ensuring that State-
level innovations and field
experiences translate into
measurable improvements
in programme performance.

She further emphasised on
digital tracking through the
AMB Abhiyaan digital plat-
forms and its linkages to
existing portals.

Ms. Meera Srivastava,
Joint Secretary (RCH),
MoHFW, underscored
the need for a paradigm
shift from a static, com-
pliance-focused ap-
proach to one centred on
testing, tracking and
timely resolution. She
emphasised greater
transparency and accu-
rate understanding of
prevalence of anemia
across beneficiaries,
beneficiary-level digital
line-listing and data man-
agement and integration
with  other health
programmes. Dr. Rajiv

Bahl, Director General,
Indian Council of Medi-
cal Research, highlighted
the importance of an evi-
dence-based approach to
anemia management. He
stressed on the impor-
tance of evidence-based
programme planning, em-
phasizing on timely test-
ing, severity- and cause-
appropriate treatment, re-
peat testing after three
months, healthy iron-rich
diets, newer iron formula-
tions where appropriate,
and implementation re-
search to strengthen
programme effectiveness.
Dr. M. Srinivas, Member,
NITI Aayog, called for a
collaborative, holistic and
multi-sectoral approach
to anemia management.

Leaderless Student Protests Pose New

Challenge To National Politics
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Spontaneous student
protests across Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
Madhya Pradesh are expos-
ing avulnerability conven-
tional politicshasbeendow
to recognise. Their impor-
tance lies not merely in the
numbers gathering on
streets or outside examina-
tion centres and govern-
ment offices, but in the ab-
sence of the organisational
structure that usually ac-
companies political
mobilisation. There is no
single party directing the
agitation, no recognised
leader issuing instructions
and, frequently, no
organisation capableof call-
ing the protests off.

That makes the phenom-
enon unusually difficult for
the Establishment to man-
age. Governments are ac-
customed to dealing with
organised dissent. Political
parties can be spoken to,
unions negotiated with,
student organisations pres-
sured and |eaders detained.
An agitation with anidenti-
fiable command structure
gives the administration
several points of interven-
tion. A movement formed
through accumulated frus-
tration, online communica-

tion andlocal networks pre-
sents avery different chal-
lenge.

What isappearing across
parts of north and central
Indiaislessaconventiona
movement than a political
mood finding physical ex-
pression. The connecting
issue is growing anxiety
among students and young
jobseekers over examina-
tions, recruitment, alleged
irregularities, delaysandthe
wider uncertainty surround-
ing employment. Different
protests may have different
immediate triggers, but
their political significance
comes from the fact that
grievances are travelling
across state boundaries
without requiring anational
organisation to carry them.

One group watches an-
other challenge authority
and discovers that protest
is possible. That is where
Jantar Mantar acquires an
importance far larger than
the geography of central
Delhi. The demonstrations
there involving young
people, examination candi-
dates and activists pro-
vided something formal po-
litical opposition has often
failed to provide: an ex-
ample of confrontation
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without waiting for estab-
lished political structures.

Jantar Mantar became a
demonstration effect. Its
importance was not that
every protester elsewhere
subscribed to the same po-
litical argument. Thelarger
message was simpler.
Young peoplewith agriev-
ance could gather, speak
directly to power, circulate
images and videos online
and force an issue into
public discussion without
firstjoining apolitical party.
That possibility is poten-
tially transformative.

Conventional politicshas
long depended on interme-
diaries. A citizen takes a
grievanceto alocal leader,
who carries it to a legisla-
tor, who raisesit within the
party or government. Stu-
dent politics similarly
evolved through unions af -
filiated to larger ideological
or political formations. The
emerging pattern threatens
that chain because young
protesters increasingly ap-
pear willing to bypassit a-
together.

Technology has acceler-
ated the change. A protest
no longer requiresweeks of
organisational preparation.
Messages can circulate

through WhatsApp
groups, Telegram channels,
Instagram posts, YouTube
videos and local networks
within hours. A grievance
once confined to a univer-
sity campus or district re-
cruitment centre can rap-
idly become part of alarger
narrative about fairness,
opportunity and institu-
tional credibility.

L eaderless mobilisation
has weaknesses. It can dis-
sipate quickly, demands
can becomefragmented and
negotiations can become
difficult because govern-
ments may not know who
genuinely represents pro-
testers. Rumours can
spread rapidly and political
groups may attempt to ap-
propriate the movement.
Yet those weaknesses are
also what make such pro-
tests unsettling.

A government cannot
easily end aleaderless agi-
tation by persuading one
leader to withdraw. Detain-
ing a few organisers may
have limited effect when
mobilisation is distributed
acrosshundreds of informal
networks. Discrediting an
organisation becomes
harder when protesters do
not feel they belong to one.

Thedeeper danger for the
ruling establishment is not
necessarily that these dem-
ongtrationswill immediately
become an electoral move-
ment. Itisthat protest itself
may become normalised
among ageneration largely
outsidethe culture of tradi-
tional mass palitics.

Young people entering
public lifetoday havelittle
connection with an era
when political mobilisation
required party offices,
printed pamphlets, unions
and established student
leaders. Their arena is in-
creasingly digital, immedi-
ate and decentralised. They
are accustomed to forming
communitiesaround issues
rather than institutions.
That behavioural shift
could gradually weaken the
monopoly political parties
have exercised over dissent.

Opposition  parties
should not assumethey will
automatically benefit. L ead-
erless protests can be as
sceptical of opposition poli-
ticians as they are of gov-
ernments. Attempts by es-
tablished parties to enter
such movements may pro-
voke suspicion if partici-
pants believe their griev-
ances are being converted
into electoral capital. That
is precisely why Jantar
Mantar matters as both in-
spiration and warning.

It demonstrated that po-
litical visibility could be
achieved without surren-
dering control to aconven-
tional party structure. If that
lesson spreads, traditional
partiesmay find themselves
competing not only against
each other but against an
entirely different form of
political participation.

Theimplicationsare par-
ticularly serious because
many of the grievancesin-
volveaspiration rather than
ideology. These are not
necessarily young people
mobilising around abstract
doctrines. They are candi-
dates seeking examinations
ontime, transparent recruit-
ment, credible results and
employment opportunities.

That makes their anger
harder to dismiss as parti-

san opposition. A genera-
tion repeatedly told that
education, competitive ex-
aminations and skills pro-
vide routes to economic
mobility will judge the po-
litical system by whether
those routes actually work.
When examinationsare de-
layed, vacancies remain
unfilled or recruitment pro-
cesses become disputed,
frustration begins to chal-
lenge the larger promise
that effort will be rewarded.

Once that confidence
weakens, politics becomes
unpredictable. Govern-
ments often treat student
unrest first asalaw-and-or-
der problem. Barricades,
police deployment, restric-
tions and negotiations may
contain individual demon-
strations, but they cannot
easily resolve the percep-
tion that opportunities are
narrowing while expecta-
tions continue to rise. This
is why scattered protests
deserve more attention than
their immediate size might
suggest.

The real development is
not simply that studentsare
demonstrating in several
states. It isthat they appear
to belearning from one an-
other without belonging to
one another.

A centrally organised
movement can be dis-
mantled from the centre. A
political mood cannot.
Jantar Mantar may therefore
provemore consequential as
an idea than as a protest
venue. It has shown how a
relatively small gathering
canbecomeanational visua
reference point through so-
cia media Every subsequent
demonstration that borrows
its confidence or tactics en-
larges that effect.

For conventional politics,
this represents both oppor-
tunity and danger. Parties
capableof listening without
immediately trying to control
these movements may un-
derstand an emerging gen-
eration better. Those that
continue to view every
mobilisation through the old
categories of government
Versus opposition may miss
thelarger transition.
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Ministry of Heavy Industries (MHI)
receives 20 bids under the Scheme
to Promote Manufacturing of
Sintered Rare Earth Permanent

New Delhi, August, 13 (PIB): Ministry of Heavy In-
dustries (MHI) receives 20 bidsthrough Global Tender on
CPP portal for Selection of Manufacturers for establish-
ing integrated Sintered NdFeB Rare Earth Permanent Mag-
net Manufacturing Facilities under the “ Scheme to Pro-
mote Manufacturing of Sintered Rare Earth Permanent
Magnet (REPM)” . On 26th November 2025, the Union Cebi-
net chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ap-
proved the “ Scheme to Promote Manufacturing of Sin-
tered Rare Earth Permanent Magnet (REPM)” with afi-
nancial outlay of Rs. 7,280 Crore. The SchemeNoatification
wasissued by MHI on 15.12.2025.

Request For Proposal (RFP) was floated on CPP portal
on 20th March 2026. The pre-bid conferencewasheld on
7th April 2026. The last date for receiving bids was 12th
August 2026 on CPP portal and the Technical Bids were
opened on 13th August 2026 in the presence of the bid-
dersat MHIThe Scheme, afirst-of-its-kind initiative, aims
to establish atotal capacity of 6,000 Metric Tons Per An-
num (MTPA) of integrated Rare Earth Permanent M agnet
manufacturing facilitiesin India, thereby enhancing self-
reliance and positioning Indiaasakey player intheglobal
REPM market. The scheme envisions allocating the total
capacity to five beneficiaries through a global competi-
tive bidding process. Each beneficiary will be alotted up
to 1,200 MTPA of capacity. The total duration of the
schemewill be 7 yearsfrom the date of award, including a
2-year gestation period for setting up an integrated REPM
manufacturing facility, and 5 yearsfor incentive disburse-
ment on the sale of REPM. Rare Earth Permanent Magnets
areamong themost powerful magnetsintheworld and are
widely used in electric vehicles, wind turbines, high-end
electronics, aerospace and defence systems. By building
acompl ete value chain from NdPr oxide to finished mag-
netsin India, the Scheme is expected to significantly re-
duce import dependence in this sectorThis initiative by
the Government of India is a landmark step towards
strengthening the domestic REPM manufacturing ecosys-
tem and enhancing competitivenessin global markets. By
fostering indigenous capabilitiesin REPM production, the
scheme will not only secure the REPM supply chain for
domestic industries but also support the nation’s Net Zero
2070 commitment. It embodies the Government’s unwa-
vering commitment to build atechnologically self-reliant,
globally competitive, and sustainable industrial base, in
linewith thevision of Viksit Bharat @2047.

Over 5.63 Lakh Villages Covered with
Liquid Waste Management
Arrangements under SBM(G) Phase Il

SBM(G) Phasell Focuseson Sustainable Sanitation
and Greywater Management in Villages

New Delhi, August, 13 (PIB): Sanitation isaState sub-
ject. Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) [SBM(G)] Phase
Il isaCentrally Sponsored Schemeimplemented by States/
UTs in respective jurisdictions. SBM(G) Phase Il was
launched with effect from 1st April 2020, with thefocuson
ODF sustainability with Solid & Liquid Waste Manage-
ment (SLWM) and visual cleanlinessinvillagesi.e. to con-
vert villagesfrom ODF to ODF Plus(Model). Department
of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS) monitors the
status of Grey Water Management (GWM) under SBM(G)
Phase-11 as reported by States/UTs on the SBM(G) Inte-
grated Management Information System (IMIS). As per
theinformation reported by the States’/UTs on the SBM(G)
IMIS, ason 07.08.2026, out of 5,86,944 villages 5,63,809
villages are reported to have been covered with Liquid
Waste Management arrangements. As per the SBM(G)
Phase-I1 guidelines, various interventions can be under-
taken for GWM such as constructions of soak-pit, leach-
pit, magic-pit or kitchen garden at household level and
Waste Stabilization Ponds, Constructed Wetland, Decen-
tralized Wastewater Treatment System (DEWATS) and
Phytorid Technology at community/village level. The
SBM(G) IMIS does not capture details of category-wise
rural drains (for example: open, closed, kutcha, or pucca
drain) or unconnected or inadequate open drains. As per
the data reported by StatesUTs on SBM(G) IMIS, ason
07.08.2026, atotal of 42,98,194 community GWM assets
have been reported. The State/lUT-wise details of commu-
nity GWM assets created, including community soak pits,
drainage facilities and community treatment systems, as
per datareported by the States’UTson SBM(G) IMIS may
be seen at Annexure-I. DDWS, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Gov-
ernment of Indiahas been providing financial and techni-
cal support to the States/UTs for implementation of
SBM(G) Phase-Il. In each Financial Year, fundsare allo-
cated to States/UTsbased on their approved Annual Imple-
mentation Plan (A1P), past performance and budget avail-
ability.

States/'UTscan plan for providing sanitation and SLWM
facilities under the program as per demand, local prefer-
ences, etc. as per their AIP. Apart from budgetary support
from DDWS and the corresponding State share, the re-
maining funds are to be dovetailed by States’UTs from
the Finance Commission grantsto Rural Local Bodiesand
MGNREGS/VB-G RAM G States/UTscan aso converge
fundsfrom other Central/State schemes, asapplicable, CSR
funds, MPLADS/MLALADS and revenue generation
though business models, etc.

In addition to the SBM(G) Phase |l Operational Guide-
lines, technical manuals and Standard Operating Pro-
cedures (SOPs) are provided by DDWS to States/UTs
for capacity building of Gram Panchayats on various
components of the programme. Under SBM(G) Phase
I1, for Greywater Management, financial support of up
to Rs.280 per capitafor villages up to 5000 population
and up to Rs.660 per capita for villages above 5000
population is provided. In addition, awareness genera-
tion and capacity building interventions are be con-
ducted by States/UTsat various|evelsto promote com-
munity participation, behavioural change and capacity
building regarding GWM, including for preventing stag-
nation of wastewater in rural areas.




< =) k

DOWER'

India rolls out 19 customised passenger

coaches for Bangladesh Railway

New Delhi : Rail Coach
Factory, Kapurthala, is set
to achieve another signifi-
cant milestone with the
rollout of thefirst rake com-
prising 19 LHB broad gauge
passenger coaches for
Bangladesh Railway on
Wednesday. The Ministry
of Rallways said in apress
release that the first rake
comprises 03 AC Sleeper
Cars, 03AC Chair Cars, 11
Non-AC Chair Carsand 02
Power Cars. These coaches
incorporate several unique
design featuresand modifi-
cations, many of which
have been developed for
the first time in LHB-type
coaches. The release fur-
ther mentioned that the
coaches have been spe-
cially customised to meet
the operational and passen-
ger requirements of
Bangladesh Railway. The
seating arrangement incor-
porates specially designed
reclining chairs with stain-
less steel armrests and
stainless steel footrests,
offering multiple reclining
positions for enhanced
passenger comfort. The
coaches are equipped with
anumber of passenger-cen-
tric features, including fans
in AC coaches, an inte-

MG ST ety

grated CCTV surveillance
system, a passenger alarm
system, partially openable
windows, a Baby Care
Room and a Prayer Room.
Considering the specific
operating conditions, the
roof structure has been
strengthened to withstand
additional loading arising
from passengers travelling
ontheroof during peak traf-
fic periods. The release
highlighted that a major
technological featureisthe
incorporation of crashwor-
thy design provisions com-
plying with European Stan-
dard EN 15227. This re-
quired acomprehensivere-
design of the car body shell
to enhance collision perfor-
mance and passenger
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safety. The electrical sys-
tem of these coaches has
also been specially de-
signed for 415V operation,
as against the conventional
750V systemusedin Indian
Railways coaches. It noted
how the association be-
tween the Railway Coach
Factory and Bangladesh
Railway began with the
successful supply of 120
LHB broad gauge passen-
ger coachesduring 2015-16.
Building upon this success-
ful partnership,
Bangladesh Railway once
again entrusted RCF,
through RITES, withapres-
tigiousorder in 2024 for the
manufacture and supply of
200 broad gauge passenger
coaches in seven variants.

PoJK: Activist raises concerns over

Rawalakot : The situa-
tion in Pakistan-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK)
remainstense, with apoliti-
cal activist from Rawal akot
raising questions about re-
cent elections, ongoing pro-
tests, and supply disrup-
tions. At the same time,
Jammu and Kashmir Joint
Action Committee
(JKJAAC) senior leader
Sardar Shabir alleged kill-
ings, arrests, curfews and
restrictions on the move-
ment of people. In a state-
ment recorded from
Rawalakot on Tuesday, the
PoJK political activist spoke
about electionsheldin some
areas of PoJK on Monday.
He said that in some areas,
election results had been
"adjusted and compro-
mised”, while reports con-
cerning theresultsin Haveli
weredtill emerging. Hesaid
thetwo partieswerein con-
flict and that therewerelaw-
and-order concerns. Ques-

tioning the conduct of the
elections, the activist said
that people had opposed
the pollswhile protests had
continued for around two
months. He added that the
elections were "selected”
and based on the establish-
ment, and questioned why
those now recalling protests
had not raised the issue ear-
lier. Hefurther described the
elections as "not demo-
cratic", saying that elections
conducted under the influ-
ence of force could not be
considered democratic. The
activist dso said there had
been no progress or devel-
opment that could currently
bemadepublicregardingthe
issues being discussed. Ac-
cording to the activist,
people in Rawalakot re-
mained peaceful, determined
and enthusiastic while par-
ticipating in rallies in and
around the city. He said
peoplewereproviding assis-
tance to others and that ra-

tion and other supplieswere
reaching thosein need. The
activist said ration vehicles
continued to operate, add-
ing that supplies that had
earlier been coming through
Rajpatan were now stopped
at Kota Heclamedthat sup-
ply to the area had been
completely shut down. Sepa-
ratey, JKIJAAC senior leader
Sardar Shabir, inastatement,
described the situation in
PoJK in strong terms, say-
ing that target killings had
taken place and accused
Pakistani forces of bringing
"murderers’ into theregion.
Sardar Shabir also claimed of
sexual violence against
women and children and
added that people had been
killed by LM Gsand snipers.
Healleged that many young
people had been injured
and claimed that around
100 people had beenkilled.
Heal so aleged that women
and children were being
held captive.

Maryland : USPresident
Donald Trump reiterated
his claims of full control
over the Strait of Hormuz
while also warning Tehran
against any actions that
could see a strong re-
sponse. He made the re-
markswhile speaking to the
media and accused Tehran
of 'lying'tohim. Trump said,
"I don't trust Iran. I'm the
last person who trusts Iran.
They've lied to me con-
stantly. We have total con-
trol over the Strait of
Hormuz right now. They
don't have control. We have
total control. We own it."
The US President further
warned Iran against taking
any action, saying that it
could face a forceful re-

sponse. "And at some
point, maybe they'll do
something and then they
get blown away." He added
that the United Statesisin
a"good position” and said,
"Right now, we'reinavery
good position. We have a
country that has been a
bully of theMiddle East for
fifty years... They are no
longer the bully of the
Middle East." Trump's re-
marks come amid height-
ened tensions over the glo-
bal energy chokepoint.
Meanwhile, Iranian state
broadcaster Press TV re-
ported that Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Esmail
Bagaei, underlined that the
Strait of Hormuz had re-
mained open from thetime

of Prophet Adam'’s creation
until February 28, 2026,
while slamming the
"dishonourable and un-
just" sanctions from West-
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"We own It"; Trump reiterates "total
control" over Strait of Hormuz

ern parties. Asper PressTV,
Bagaei further doubled
downonthe'US-Isragli ag-
gression' for thesituationin
the Strait of Hormuz and

said, "Let us not forget that
the situation surrounding
the Strait of Hormuz and
what happened to it was
caused by the military ag-
gression of the United
States and the Israeli re-
gime, whichisstill ongoing.
Asfor claims that Iran has
imposed conditions, they
should take that matter up
with their own govern-
ment." Tensions continue
to simmer over the global
energy chokepoint. The
Strait of Hormuz remainsa
major flashpoint in the on-
going US-Iran conflict, with
discussions underway be-
tween Tehran and Oman
over the arrangements for
transit through the strate-
gicwaterway.

US: New Jersey, New York issue proclamation declaring
August 15 as India Independence Day

New York : Asthe Inde-
pendence Day celebrations
kick off with fervor and en-
thusiasm across the world,
while cel ebrating the endur-
ing bonds of friendship, the
American states of New
York and New Jersey have
proclaimed August 15, 2026,
asIndialndependence Day.
The Consulate General of
IndiainNew York shared the
proclamationsin a series of
posts on X. The Consulate
expressed gratitude to Gov-
ernor Mikie Sherrill for pro-
clamingAugust 15, 2026, as
"Indian Independence Day"
in New Jersey. The Procla-
mation recognised the sig-
nificant contributions of the
vibrant Indian-American
community to New Jersey
across education,
healthcare, research, tech-
nology, business, public ser-
viceand community |eader-
ship. It also celebrated the
enduring India-US friend-
ship and the growing part-
nership across education,
commerce, technology,
healthcare and cultural ex-
change, the post mentioned.
The proclamation high-

lighted how India'sIndepen-
dence Day honorsthe cour-
age, vision, and sacrifice of
the countless individuals
whose peaceful movement
for freedominspired genera-
tions around the world and
affirmed the universal prin-
ciples of justice, equality,
and human dignity. In an-
other post on X, the Indian
Consulate said, "New York
joins in celebrating Indias
80th Independence Day with
a specid recognition of the
enduring bonds between In-
dia and the United States."
Expressing gratitude to
Governor Kathy Hochul for
proclaiming August 15,
2026 as "India Indepen-
dence Day" across New
York State, the Consulate
said on X that the proclama-
tion celebrates Indias jour-
ney of independence and
the democratic values
shared by India and the
United States. "It recognizes
thesignificant contributions
of the Indian-American
community to the culturd,
economicandciviclifeof the
Empire State," it added. The
proclamation highlighted

how India's path toindepen-
dence was forged by a col-
lective commitment to vir-
tues such as nonviolent re-
sistance, championing truth,
self-discipline, and moral
courage and noted how the
annual commemoration of
India's Independence Day
within the United Stateshas
evolved into a magnificent

testament to cross-cultural
harmony, marked by vibrant
festivalswheremultigenera-
tional gatherings pro udly
honor the rich patriotic tra-
ditions of both nations,
symbolizing the deep-
seated bonds that unite the
two great democracies. As
India prepares to mark its
milestone 80th Indepen-

dence Day, this year's cel-
ebrations will have a spe-
cid focuson thecommemo-
ration of 150 yearsof 'Vande
Mataram'. The milestone
celebrations will place a
heavy emphasis on 'Yuva
Shakti' (youth power),
honouring the success and
contributions of students
and young citizens.

Trump appointsstaff secretary Will Scharf asnew
WhiteHousecounsd, replacing David Warrington

Washington, DC : US
President Donald Trump on
Sunday announced that
staff secretary Will Scharf
will becomethe new White
House counsel and assis-
tant to the president, suc-
ceeding David Warrington,
who is set to move to the
private sector. Trump an-
nounced the decision in a
post on Truth Social, say-
ing Scharf will take charge
as Assistant to the Presi-
dent and White House
Counsel from September
1."It ismy Great Honor to
announce that, effective
September 1st, Will Scharf
will becomeAssistant tothe
President and White House
Counsel, replacing a man,
David Warrington, who has

doneatruly outstanding job
as White House Counsel
and, before that, for my
Presidential Campaign.
David will be going on to
the Private Sector," Trump
said.

Scharf is currently serv-
ing as White House staff
secretary and has also
served as Chairman of the
National Capital Planning
Commission. Trump said
Scharf had done an "amaz-

ing job" in his current
role."Will hasdonean amaz-
ingjobinhiscurrent roleas
White House Staff Secre-
tary, and has also served as
Chairman of the National
Capital Planning Commis-
sion. I know Will well! He
previously represented me
in numerous cases, includ-
ing a the Supreme Court,
during the Biden
Administration's corrupt
and illegal campaign of
Weaponization. He also
previously served asaFed-
eral Prosecutor, worked as
an attorney in private prac-
tice, clerked for two Federal
Appeals Court Judges, and
was a top student at both
Princeton University, and
Harvard Law School," he

said. Trump described
Scharf as "Tough, Strong,
and Smart! He also loves
our Country, and respects
the Law. Will Scharf will do
agreat job as White House
Counsel!" Fox News re-
ported that Scharf, who re-
ceived an undergraduate
degreefrom Princeton Uni-
versity and a law degree
from Harvard University,
has clerked for two federal
appeals court judges. Fur-
ther, CNBC reported that
Trump said White House
Counsel David Warrington
is moving to the private
sector. Warrington previ-
ously served as Trump's
personal attorney and legal
adviser for his 2024 presi-
dential campaign.

Taiwan detects 1 Chinese aircraft, 9 naval vessels, 11 official ships around its territory

Taipei : Taiwan's
Ministry of National
Defence (MND) said it
detected one sortie of
Chinese military air-
craft, nine vessels of
the People's Liberation
Army Navy (PLAN)
and eleven official ships
operating around
Taiwan'sterritorial
waters. In its daily
security update shared
on social media plat-
form X, the ministry
said one out of the one
detected Chinese
military aircraft sorties
entered Taiwan's
southwestern Air
Defence Identification
Zone (ADIZ). In a post
on X, the MND said,"1
sortie of PLA aircraft, 9

PLAN vesselsand 11
official ships operating
around Taiwan detected
up until 6 am.
(UTC+8) today. 1 out
of 1 sortie entered
Taiwan's southwestern
part ADIZ.
#ROCArmedForces
have monitored the
situation and re-
sponded.”

MND said it detected
4 sorties of PLA
aircraft, 6 PLAN
vessels and 9 official
ships operating around
Taiwan up until 6 am.
The ministry said 2 out
of the 4 aircraft sorties
crossed the median line
and entered Taiwan's
northern and south-
western Air Defence

Identification Zone
(ADIZ). "4 sorties of
PLA aircraft, 6 PLAN
vessels and 9 official
ships operating around
Taiwan were detected
up until 6 am.
(UTC+8) today. 2 out
of 4 sorties crossed the
median line and entered
Taiwan's northern and
southwestern part
ADIZ.
#ROCArmedForces
have monitored the
situation and re-
sponded,” MND wrote
on X. Meanwhile,
Focus Taiwan reported
how earlier in June,
Taiwan's first domesti-
cally built submarine
departed from the Port
of Kaohsiung for its

latest round of seatrials
that included dive tests.
Citing the Military
News Agency, Focus
Taiwan said that the
trial marked the
submarine's 15th sea
trial overall and ninth
submerged navigation
test. The development
comes amid the back-
drop of China continu-
ing to increase the
intensity of its military
activity around Taiwan.
China's claim over
Taiwan is a complex
issue rooted in histori-
cal, political, and legal
arguments. Beijing
asserts that Taiwan is an
inseparable part of
China, aviewpoint
embedded in national

policy and upheld by
domestic laws and
international statements.
Taiwan, however,
maintains a distinct
identity, functioning
independently with its
government, military,
and economy. Taiwan's
status remains a signifi-
cant point of interna-
tional debate, testing the
principles of sover-
eignty, self- determina-
tion, and non-interfer-
enceininternational
law, as per the United
Service Institution of
India. China's claim to
Taiwan originates from
the Qing Dynasty's
annexation of theisland
in 1683 after defeating
Ming loyalist Koxinga.
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Pressure Mounts on YoungHero Dhruv Jurel at crossroads as Sri Lanka
seriesoffers Test career lifeline

After Anupama’s Breakup Talk
. T

Anupama Parameswaran has
created amajor storm with her
recent comments about her
past relationship. During an
interview, the Tillu Square star
made some startling remarks
about her ex-boyfriend, calling
him a narcissistic person and
saying that he behaved like
Aparichitudu, aman with split
personality. Her comments
quickly became a hot topic on
social mediaand drew in alot
of support for Anupama. Now,

the discussion has shlfted to-
wards the young hero, who is
avery young and popular Tamil
actor.

Many feel that he should re-
spond and share his side of
the story so that the public
can hear both perspectives.
They believeitisunfair to the
other person, as he has yet to
reveal hisside of the story and
how wasit likefor himinthe
relationship.

However, another section

|

feels that responding now
could make the situation even
worse. Since the actor comes
fromawell-known star family,
any statement from himislikely
to attract massive attention and
spark fresh debates online.

For now, the actor has main-
tained compl ete silence, while
Anupama’s comments con-
tinue to trend across social
media platforms. Whether he
chooses to react or stay quiet
remains to be seen.

Ameer Log Traller:
Hyderabad Basti Vibes
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Hyderabad’'s unmistakable
locdl flavour comesaliveinthe
theatrical trailer of Ameer Log,
the maiden production venture
from Awwa Number Produc-
tions. Backed by Madhavi
Reddy Soma, directed by
Ramana Reddy Soma, and co-
produced by Manohar Reddy
Manchuri, thefilmis presented
by Spirit Media, headed by
Rana Daggubati. The trailer
which is out now revolves
around a bunch of youngsters
from aHyderabad basti whose
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lives are filled with cricket,
friendship, street-sidefun, fam-
ily pressure, and dreamsof find-
ing a better future.

When asimpleideaborn out
of alocal feast turns into a
biryani business called Kiraak
Biryani, their ordinary lives
take an unexpected turn.

MC Hari, Manoj, Sasidhar
and Vedha Jalandharr appear
perfectly in sync, bringing an
easygoing chemistry to their
characters. Their conversa-
tions and disagreements carry

a lived-in quality, giving the
trailer agrounded feel. Ramana
Reddy Soma built the film
around the essence of
Hyderabad, mixing youthful
aspirationswith local humour
and emotion. SVK’s cinema-
tography gives the city a
colourful presence, while
Smaran Sai’s energetic score
enhances the mood. Ameer
Log creates a promising im-
pact through its trailer. The
filmarrivesin theatreson Au-
gust 21st.

Rajinikanth To Deliver Double
Dhamaka With Just 3 Month Gap!

Superstar Rgjinikanthisgear-
ing up with two highly antici-
pated films arriving within a
span of just three months. First
inlineisthehighly anticipated
Jailer 2, which hitsthe screens
on October 15, 2026. Thenitwill
be the biggie Dharman, which
is expected to hit screens dur-
ing the Pongal season in Janu-
ary 2027.

If theserel ease plans materi-
alize, Rgjini fans will witness
two big films in a very short
period, and it will beafeast for
them. Both projects have gen-
erated tremendous excitement,
and trade circles believe they
havethe potential to emergeas
major box-office successes.

Meanwhile, another interest-
ing development is taking
shape as Sivakarthikeyan's
Seyon is aso eyeing a Pongal
2027 release. However, thereis
also speculation that the film
could move to another date if

Dharman officialy locks the
festive season.

The reason is simple. Both
Dharman and Seyon are be-
ing produced by Kamal
Haasan’s banner. Industry
observersfeel the production
housewill surely prefer avoid-
ing an internal box-office
clash between two biggies.

As of now, the release dates
have not been officially con-
firmed, but the discussion has
already created buzz among
fans. If Dharman arrives for
Pongal 2027, it will beinterest-
ing to see which date Seyon
takes. For now, all eyesareon
the official announcements
from the makers.

Galle: Dhruv Jurd wasapic-
tureof concentrationinthe nets
at thesweltering Galle, middling
almost everything that camehis
way from pacers and spinners
alike. Prior to that, he was an
active presence in the fielding
practice session, taking some
tumbling catches at the cor-
don. Jurel’s enthusiasm actu-
ally belied the career cross-road
that he is standing currently.
After a rather assured 100
against the West Indies at
Ahmedabad in October last
year, hisnext Test outingshave
produced — 44, 6, 14, 13, 0, 2,
19. More worryingly, he has
been dismissed five times by
spinners in those seven out-
ings, and he will face an even
more daunting task in the first
Test hereagainst the Sri Lankan
tweakers, led by the irrepress-
ible Prabath Jayasuriya. The
inclusion of Sarfaraz Khan,
who bats at the same slot as
Jurel, is a warning for the
wicketkeeper batter to tidy up
his act or get replaced.

Sarfaraz hasawider range of
shots against spinners —
sweep, reverse sweep, shimmy
down thetrack mixed withthose
late dabs and cuts past the
point or gully fielders. In con-
trast, Jurel waits for spinners

to err to punlshthem ashe pre
fersamorerisk-free approach.
It may haveitsown advantages
on rather flat pitches, but on a
deck that offers variable

bounce or turn, like the one at

Galle, itisfraught with danger.
It's not really much about lack
of skill sets but rather more
about changing the modus op-

erandi to suit the conditions.
So, it was not surprising to
watch Jurel spending a bit of
time with senior batter KL
Rahul, who is the only batter
to have Test experience on
these shores, at nets. Rahul
prepared extensively for this
tour on specially prepared
muddy pitchesat Mumbai, and
Jurel would certainly have
wantedto pick hisbrain. India's
bowling coach Morne Morkel
underlined Rahul’s role as a
senior prointheside. “You can
explore and discuss and come
up with the best combination.
Experience is aways handy. |
think KL, the last couple of
years the way he's been lead-
ing up front with batting has
been exceptional. “ That’sasort
of communication that we ex-
pect from him, to speak to the
guys herein the preparation at
the nets as to what to expect
here,” said Morkel. But the
former South African pacer
knows that Jurel will have to
find hisown pathinthemiddle.
“1 think the guys have learned
a lot about their games indi-
vidually over thelast couple of
months and that's one of the
reasons why we've come out
here 10daysearlier togivethem
the est opportunity to prepare.

PBKS spinner Harpreet Brar saysrespect for
Virat Kohli remalns despite | PL battles

New Delhi: Punjab Kings
spinner Harpreet Brar has
played down thetalk surround-
ing hison-field exchangeswith
Virat Kohli, ingsting thereisno
rivalry between the two and
that a bowler’s focus should
remainfirmly onthejob at hand,
regardless of who is batting at
the other end. Brar, who has
previously dismissed Kohli in
the Indian Premier League
(IPL), said the intensity seen
between thetwo playersispart
of the competitive nature of
franchise cricket and not aper-
sonal contest.For Brar, the re-
spect for Kohli remains un-
changed even when the two
find themselves on opposite
sidesin an IPL game. “It’s not
likethat. It'sgood for theteam.
There'snothinglikea'rivalry’.
It'sall asocial mediagimmick
which starts there and dies
there. | play for PBKS, heplays
for RCB. | have only played

franchise cricket with him. We

both want to do good for the
team,” Brar told IANSin an ex-
clusive conversation on Thurs-
day. Brar believes Kohli’s en-
during competitiveness is one
of the qualities that has made
him such asignificant figurein
Indian cricket. The spinner has
also viewed that intensity as
something younger players
canlearnfrom. “Hehasplayed

so many matches, and he plays
the same way as he did when
he was 18. His aggression on
theground isstill the same. We
have also learnt these things
from him,” he said. According
to Brar, respect does not dis-
appear simply becausethetwo
arecompeting. “Butit’'snot like
that. He is a legend of this
game. Heisoneof thelegends.
Respect isthe samefor himon

and off thefield.” At the same
time, Brar believescompetitive
cricket leaves little room for
sentiment once the game be-
gins. The objective, he said, is
to perform for one’s own side,
irrespective of personal rela-
tionships. “But we do our job
onthefield. And wehavelearnt
it from him only. Hewill never
give an excuse saying, ‘Heis
my friend, so | won't hit himfor
afour or six.” It'snot like that.
It's not possible. He wants to
dowedll for histeam; it'sall jokes
and fun. We have alwayslearnt
from him, and heisagreat ex-
amplefor thefutureyoungsters
as to how cricket should be
played,” he added. Brar’'sown
history with Kohli adds an-
other layer to their encounters.

The PBK S spinner famously
dismissed theformer RCB cap-
tain in the same spell in which
healso removed Glenn Maxwell
andAB deVilliers.

Neeraj Chopra Foundation, Gopichand launch
Indian School of Coaching Excellence

Hyderabad: Neergj Chopra
Foundation, PullelaGopichand
(Badminton Gurukul) and
AISTSINDIA announced that
they have come together to
launch the Indian School of
Coaching Excellence (ISCE), a
first-of-its-kind initiativeaimed
at transforming coach educa-
tion and strengthening India's
sports ecosystem. With the vi-
sion of creating world-class
coaches, ISCE will offer
multidisciplinary coach devel-
opment programmesthat extend
beyond technical training, inte-
grating modern disciplinessuch
as physical literacy, sports sci-
ence, sportseducation, technol-
ogy and career development to
prepare coaches for the evolv-
ing demands of high-perfor-

mance sport. It will serve as a
collaborative knowledge- shar-
ing platform, working closely
with government bodies, SAI,
sports federations, associa-
tions, high-performance cen-
tres, academic ingtitutions and
the private sector to advance
coaching excellence across In-
dia. Commenting on the ISCE,
Pullela Gopichand said: “The
future of Indian sport will be
defined by the ecosystem we
build. Coaches are at the heart
of that ecosystem. ISCE is our
effort to create a platform that
combines global best practices
with Indian experience,
enablingcoaches to continu-
ously upskill, collaborate and
lead with confidence. Webelieve
this initiative can play a mean-

ingful role in shaping the next
chapter of Indian sport.” Neergj
Chopra, Founder of Neeraj
Chopra Foundation and World
and Olympicjavelin Champion,
said: “1 firmly believethat every
athlete' sjourney isshaped by the

guidance and nurturing of his/
her coach, not only as a
sportsperson but also as an in-
dividual. Hence, in order to cre-
atethe next generation of sports
heroesinIndia itisextremdyim-
portant that our coaches have
accesstoworld-classeducation,
mentorship and thelatest knowl-
edge in sports science and ah-
letedevelopment.” “ Throughthe
Indian School of Coaching Excd-
lence, the Neergj Chopra Foun-
dation hopes to create an envi-
ronment where coachescontinue
to learn, evolve and inspire gen-
erationsof athletestoredisetheir
full potentid,” hesaid. |ISCE'svi-
sonisto build arobust coaching
ecosystem, which is essentia to
fud and sugtainIndia slong-term
success on the world stage.

After Commonwealth Gamesgold, Sakshi
Chaudhary targetsAsian Gamesglory

New Delhi: Commonwealth
Games gold medallist Sakshi
Chaudhary said that she has
already shifted her attention to
the Asian Games 2026, with
the Indian boxer determined to
build on her impressive cam-
paign in Glasgow and chal-
lenge for another major inter-
national title. Sakshi produced
adominant performanceinthe
women’s 51kg boxing cat-
egory at the Commonwealth
Games, defeating England’s
Ruby White 5-0in thefinal to

claim the gold medal. The In-

dian remained unbeaten
throughout the competition
and maintained a perfect 5-0

unanimous-decision record
from the pre-quarterfinals
through to the final.

Her gold medal-winning
performancein Glasgow was
built on sharp movement,
composed defence, accurate
combinations and intelligent
tactical adjustments.
Against White in the final,
Sakshi controlled the con-
test from the opening bell
and secured a unanimous
victory, with the judges’
scorecards reading 30-27,

29-28, 30-27, 30-26 and 30-27.
The triumph has given
Sakshi further confidence
ahead of the Asian Games,
which are scheduled to be-
gin in Japan on September
19. “Winning a gold medal at
the Commonwealth Gamesisa
dream cometruemoment for me.
And now my completefocusis
ontheAsian Games. Theseare
the platforms that | have al-
ways aimed at, and | want to
give the best of my abilities,”
Sakshi said.
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